
  

 
Wales Street Primary School Newsletter 

Date 01/02/2019 Term 1 Number 1 

In This Issue 

The yard is supervised before 
school from 8.45am and after 
school until 3.45pm. Students 

must not be dropped off and 

left alone before 8:45am. Any 
student in the yard 
unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 
aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 

phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 
includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very 

important that the school is 
able to contact families in the 
event of an accident or illness. 

 
Recess: 10.40am–11.10am 
Lunch eating time: 12.50pm-
1.00pm  
Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 

 
 
Tuesday 5th February 
Safer Internet Day 
Thursday 14th February 

Anxiety Bird Parent Evening 
Safer Internet Day 

Lamonts Book Fair 
Friday 15th February 
Welcome Back Picnic 
Lamonts Book Fair 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Principal… 

WELCOME BACK ! 

With Term 1 now underway I hope your summer break was restful.  2019 presents our 

school with many new opportunities.   

This year our staff will have access to additional specialist Mathematics coaching which will 

be provided within the school by two existing staff members.  Ben Jones and Seraphim 

Kyprianou will be participating in the Primary Mathematics Specialists initiative through 

which the Department of Education provides additional staffing resourcing to the school to 

support teachers in further improving their classroom practice to benefit student outcomes.  

We have also appointed a new Literacy Specialist for the school.  Sue Losada will spend 

allocated time each week leading and mentoring all staff in the literacy learning area.  Her 

initial focus area will be writing and looking at continuing the development of whole school 

best practice in this element of the literacy curriculum. 

Welcome to our new Grade 4 teacher Molly Dale who joins us and also welcome back to 

Clare Chambers in Grade 2 and Bek Richardson in Grade 4. 

ASSEMBLIES 2019 

Each Friday in Term 1 we will hold a school assembly on the oval beginning at 3.10pm.  The 

assembly provides the school with the opportunity to share what has been happening during 

the week and celebrate student learning with the presentation of our Merit Certificates.  In 

Term 2 and 3 during the colder weather, we will use the school hall and split the school in 

half (to fit all our students).  This means your child will have an assembly each fortnight. 

Term 4 will see the re-commencement of whole school assemblies on the oval again. 

SHADE SAILS - UPDATE 

Over the school holidays contractors have been busy sinking footings in three designated 

parts of the school.  In the next few weeks our shade sails will be erected in the Prep play 

area and beside the hall (outside the Grade 3/4 building). 

I’d like to thank School Council member Chris Thorne in particular for all the behind the 

scenes work he has done to make this happen.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

 

STAFFING 2019 

 STAFF 2019 

Foundation  
 
St David 
building 

Prep A  Rm 1 
 

Prep B Rm 1 
 

Prep C  Rm 2 
 

Prep D Rm 3 
 

Louise Scally Annie Wilson Lesley King Marie Apostolou 

Year One 
 
Wales Building 

Grade 1A 
Rm 10 

Grade 1B 
Rm 9 

Grade 1C 
Rm 8 

Grade 1D 
Rm 7 

Renee Patkas Spiro 
Pantazopoulos 

Kim Chau 
 

Katelyn 
Vandenberg  

Year Two 
 
Wales building 

Grade 2A 
Rm 11 

Grade 2B 
Rm 1 

Grade 2C 
Rm 2 

Grade 2D 
Rm 5 

 
Kate Bowran 

 
Stathis Moshis 

 
Toby 

Marquette 

Bronwyn 
Capsalis 

(MTW)/Clare 
Chambers (ThF) 

Year Three 
 
Clyde building  

Grade 3A 
Rm 5 

Grade 3B 
Rm 6 

 
Sue Losada (M-Th)/ Limei (F) 

 
Chris Hingston 

Year Three 
 
Wales building 

Grade 3C 
Rm 4 

LiMei  (Mon) PLC and eLearning  
Sotiroulla- (W) Grade 4C and 
(MTThF)Literacy Intervention Jason Sergi 

Year Four 
 
Clyde building 

Grade 4A 
Rm 2 

Grade 4B 
Rm 3 

Grade 4C 
Rm 4 

Grade 4D 
Rm 1 

Ben Jones 
(MTF)/ 

Rebekah 
Richardson 

(WTh) 

 
Shannon Hayes 

 
David Altis 
(MTThF) 

Sotiroulla (W) 

 
Molly Dale 

 

 Ben Jones 
(MTF)/ Rebekah 

Richardson 
(WTh) 

 
Shannon Hayes 

 
David Altis 
(MTThF) 

Sotiroulla (W) 

 
Molly Dale 

Year Five 
 
Speight building 

Grade 5A 
Rm 2 

Grade 5B 
Rm 6 

Grade 5C 
Rm 7 

Lisa Teasdale  
(WThF) Steve 

McArthur  (MT) 

Geoff O’Connor 
 

 
Anne Graham 

Year Six 
 
Speight building 

Grade 6A 
Rm 3 

Grade 6B 
Rm 4 

Grade 6C 
Rm 5 

 

. 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
http://tiqbiz.com/au/tiqbizapp/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


 

 Seraphim 
Kyprianou 

(MTF)/Steve 
McArthur  

(WTh) 

 
Joanne Ristos  

 
Maria Mandilas 

Specialists 
 
 

PE 
Anna De Vos 

Art 
Georgina 

Tragas 

Italian 
Dina Divitcos 

 

Performing Arts 
& PYP 

Luisa Kalenjuk  

Office  Business Manager 
Pina Ioannidis 

Office Manager 
Kim Steele 

Office Assistant 
Lisa Warren 

Nurse 
Ashleigh Cartledge 

Support Staff Welfare Officer 
Sharon Butler 

Education 
Support 

Skye Fisher 

Education Support 
Carlene Hamilton 

Education Support 
Nic Hessenkamp 

School After 
Care Staff 

Coordinator 
Cangie Bevilacqua 

Assistant 
Coordinator 

Vanessa Dalton 

Catering  
Poppy 

 

Principals Principal 
Christian 

Woodcock 
 

Assistant Principal 
Jenny Deeble 

Assistant Principal 
Robyn Owens 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING (DET) STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE, AMBULANCE 

COVER ARRANGEMENTS AND PRIVATE PROPERTY BROUGHT TO SCHOOLS 

Parents are reminded that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover 

for students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance/ambulance 

cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of 

ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs. The Department cannot advise 

parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy/ambulance cover, or which policy to 

purchase. It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with their insurance broker or find a 

suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online. Private property brought to school by 

students, staff or visitors is not insured and the Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or 

damage. Parents/guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers. The Department does 

not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or 

damage to such property. 

 

HATS 

Yes ! It’s that reminder again!  Hats will need to be worn every day during Term 1.  Please ensure your 

child/ren have a broad brimmed red or blue hat with their name clearly marked on it. No baseball caps please. 

 

 



NEWSLETTERS 2019 

A reminder that all newsletters will be posted on the Friday of, odd weeks during each term.  This will ensure 

that parents receive a newsletter in the first week of the term.   

 

 

WELCOME PICNIC 

Let’s start as we mean to go on! 

The Wales Street Primary community love a good get-together. Our first one of the year is the Welcome Picnic. 

This is a time for existing students and their families to celebrate the beginning of another year and to get 

together with old friends. It’s also a wonderful way to welcome new students and their families and carers into 

the fold. 

Bring a picnic basket or grab some takeaway from your favourite local eaterie and gather on the oval for a spot 

of socialising and fun times. 

There will be music, space to dance, room to run, icy poles and a paper plane contest. Start planning your 

designs now! 

Where: Wales Street Primary Oval 

When: Friday 15th February 2019, 6-8pm. 

See you there! 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHTS 2019 - TUESDAY 19TH & WEDNESDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 

These will be held on Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th February.  There will be a senior school and 

junior school evening Prep-2 and 3-6.  We will stagger the times on both evenings to allow parents to 

attend both sessions if they have more than one child. 

This evening provides parents with an opportunity to meet the teaching staff for these teaching 

areas.  During the evening the teaching and learning program for 2019 is explained and parents are 

provided with the opportunity to ask questions. We look forward to seeing you there. Further details 

are to follow.  

 
2019 PARENT PAYMENT CHARGES 
A big thank you to all our families who have already paid school fees. Parent contributions are an essential 
component of funding enabling the school to provide a comprehensive and enriching program for our students. 
We offer three different payment options: 

1.  In full by 5th April 2019 

2. Quarterly at the beginning of each Term 

3. Half Yearly at the beginning of Term 1 and Term 3. 

Payments can be made by: QKR / cash / cheque / eftpos / credit card 
Please complete the yellow 2019 Parent Payment Charges form that was sent home with students at the end 
of last term with your preference of payment and return it to the school office. 
Please contact the office on 9484 3949 with any questions you may have. 
 



2019 GRADE 6 GRADUATION GARMENTS 
The second and final order for current grade 6 students has been uploaded to QKR and open to take your 
order. Orders and payment can only be made via QKR must be completed by Friday 15th February. 
 
CSEF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN 2019 
You must be a holder of a Centrelink Health Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder to be 
eligible to receive the $125 per student Camp, Sport, Excursion Funding (CSEF).  
 
If you applied for the CSEF in 2018, you do not need to complete an application in 2019 unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 New student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2019 or you did not apply in 
2018. 

 Change family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card 
number, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2019. 

CSEF information sheet and application forms are available at the office or can be downloaded from the 
school’s website.  
 

COMMUNICATION TOOLS AT WALES STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL 

A reminder that Wales Street PS uses a number of communication tools.  Each tool is used for a specific 

purpose. These include Flexibuzz App 

For Instant communication and / or reminders. These are intentionally brief and allow parents / carers to be 

updated with important information instantly. 

http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/au/school-app/ 

1. COMPASS (emails and posts) 

For posting more detailed information to parents / carers and for email communication between parents and 

staff.Newsletters 

Posted each Friday via COMPASS on odd weeks of each term to provide updates on school activities and key 

dates for upcoming events. 

Phone calls, Face to face meetings 

Link to communication policy 

Semester student reports – a summary of academic and overall progress. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL VACANCIES & ELECTIONS 2019 – CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Each year approximately half the members on school council face election as part of a process to ensure 

mentoring and renewal of this body.  

The role of School Council, the various categories of membership election and calls for nominations for the 

2019 election are detailed below. If you choose to nominate, please attach a written paragraph about yourself 

that can be published in the event of an election and for entry into the newsletter. 

If the number of nominations exceeds the vacancies then an election is conducted for members of the School 

Council of Wales Street PS. Before considering standing for School Council please consider the time 

http://www.flexibuzz.com.au/au/school-app/


commitment as it is an expectation that as a School Council member that you may also be a member of 

one of the sub committees.  

 

Election time frame  

 

Friday 1st February    Notice of School Council vacancies and calls for nominations 

Nomination forms on the website or copies at the front desk 

and attached to this newsletter. 

 

Friday 1st February    Notice of School Council vacancies and calls for nominations 

Nomination forms on the website or copies at the front desk 

and attached to this newsletter. 

Friday 15th   February Closing Date for School Council Nominations at  4pm. 

Monday 18th February Notification of School Council Elections if required 

Tuesday 19th  February 

                                       

Display a list of candidates, nominators and seconder outside 

Office. 

Distribution of ballot papers by mail if necessary. 

Thursday 21st  February Close of ballot at 4:00 pm. 

Friday 22nd    February Counting of votes and declaration of the poll. 

TBC School Council AGM.  

 

Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms 

of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are 

as follows 

Membership category               

Term of office 

 

Number of       

positions 

Parent member From the day after the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2019 to and 

inclusive of the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2021 

 

FOUR 

Department of Education 

and Training (DET)  

employee member 

From the day after the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2019 to and 

inclusive of the date of the 

declaration of the poll in 2021 

 

ONE 

 



If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further 

nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 

 Votes may be posted to the Principal or placed in the ballot box at the school on any day up to the closure of 

the ballot. Further details on how votes may be lodged will be provided when ballot papers are sent to the 

electorate of the school. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers 

to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able 

to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? There are three possible categories of membership: 

A MANDATED ELECTED PARENT CATEGORY. More than one third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s 

school as long as they are not employed at the school. 

A MANDATED ELECTED DET EMPLOYEE CATEGORY. Members of this category may make up no more 

than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of 

these members. 

AN OPTIONAL COMMUNITY MEMBER CATEGORY. Its members are co-opted by a decision of the council 

because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DEECD employees are not eligible to be Community 

members. Wales Street under its current School Council membership schedule does not have any positions 

under this category. The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, 

creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints 

and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on 

a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater 

sense of belonging. 

Nomination forms ca be returned to the front office or emailed to : chr 

How can you become involved? The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 

each year. However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions 

vacant. In view of this, you might seriously consider standing for election as a member of the school council 

encouraging another person to stand for election. 

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 

No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to 

help shape the school’s future. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 

The principal will issue this notice and call for nominations in term one each year. All school council elections 

must be completed by the end of March. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to 

nominate you as a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose 

child is enrolled in a school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school 

council where their child is enrolled. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the 



time stated on the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the 

receipt of your completed nomination. If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on 

council, a ballot will be conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

 

Please ask at the school office for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do. It is 

also a very good idea to consider initially going onto a School Council Committee rather than School Council 

itself as a way of ensuring that you are not over committing yourself and are clearly about what is involved as a 

School Council Member.  Contact the school for further information. 

 

Please return nomination forms attached to school newsletter, (available at front office or on 

the school website) to the school office or email them to : 

woodcock.christian.c@edumail.vic.gov.au  Please write : School Council 2019 Parent Nomination in 

the subject line at the top of the email by 15th February 2019. 

 

FROM THE NURSE 

Dear parents/guardians,  
A child in your school is currently receiving treatment with medications that lower their ability to fight infection. 
This applies to particularly to viral infections such as measles, chickenpox and shingles. With the student’s 
impaired immunity, contracting of viral infections is much more serious than for other children.  
We ask you to inform the school immediately should a child contract one of the above viral infections. If contact 
with chickenpox occurs and the school is notified, the appropriate actions can be taken to ensure that every 
student is safe.  

 
Please join us for The Anxious Bird’s Parent Information night 
About combatting childhood Anxiety 
Mental Illness doesn’t wait until adulthood to surface. Over a 12 month period, 1 in 4 young people will 
experience a mental illness. Often masked and unseen, it holistically impacts the development of a young 
person’s educational journey and learning outcomes. With effective intervention and support, anxiety and other 
mental illness should not hinder the positive learning pathways for a student. This session aims to give you 
confidence to talk about, approach and deal with student mental health illness issues. 
WHAT WILL THE SESSION COVER? 

This session will explore why we need to have conversations with children around anxiety 

 How we can introduce the conversation of anxiety to children with confidence by understanding anxiety. 

 Creative ways we can encourage young people to managing their own mental wellbeing within the Recovery         

model framework.  

When: 14th March 2019 
Where: Staff room  
Time:6.30-8 
Jules Haddock is a facilitator of recovery programs specific to people experiencing a mental health disorder. 
Prior to education based support, she worked closely with all ages, Aboriginal communities, and people with 
disabilities such as Autism, challenged by their mental illness within a community framework of practice. A 
REACH facilitator through the Black Dog Institute, Mental Health First Aid Instructor and accredited trainer in 
Mental Health, Jules is well versed and passionate in her endeavour to demystify, educate and encourage 
intervention of mental illness by the community as a whole. Her delivery style is creatively engaging, reflecting 
her passion as a practicing artist, which sees her currently involved in school based youth community art 
projects specific to mental illness. Jules’s take on mental illness is “It’s not about them and us; we are all in this 
together”. 
 

mailto:woodcock.christian.c@edumail.vic.gov.au


 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 


