
  

 
Wales Street Primary School Newsletter 

Date 01/03/2019 Term 1, Number 3 

 

The yard is supervised before 
school from 8.45am and after 

school until 3.45pm. Students 
must not be dropped off and 

left alone before 8:45am. 
Any student in the yard 
unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 
aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 

phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 
includes work numbers and 

emergency contacts. It is very 
important that the school is 
able to contact families in the 
event of an accident or illness. 

 
Recess: 10.40am–11.10am 
Lunch eating time: 12.50pm-
1.00pm  
Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 

 
Principle Morning Tea  
Friday 1st March 
Principle Morning Tea  

& Second Hand Uniform Sale 
Thursday 14th March 
Anxiety bird Parent Evening 

 
 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHTS- MEET THE TEACHING TEAMS -  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to our Wales Street Families for attending the information evenings 

last week.  I hope the opportunity to meet with the teachers and hear about the 

learning program for 2019 was an informative experience. 

INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING        

Last week I met with Kat Theophanous to discuss the progress being made 

with the election pledge announced at Wales Street last year. 

At the same time, I also met with the Victorian School Building Authority 

Director and a representative from Minister Merlino’s office to discuss the re-

development process for our school. 

The funding request is now sitting with state treasury ahead of the 

announcements which will be made at the end of April.  

We can be confident that the planning process is well under way.  Once the 

funding announcement is confirmed through the official release of state budget 

the school will be moving into the next part of the planning phase.  This is a 

very exciting time for the school and its families. 

 

WALES STREET BUILDING ROOF 

Work has commenced on the restoration work for the Wales Street building 

roof.  So far this has included assessing the roof ahead of work starting to 

water proof the roof and repair faults which have led to the many leaks we 

have experienced in recent years.  This funding is separate to the $4.1million 

already pledged. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

 

SHADE UMBRELLAS INSTALLATION 

These will be installed very soon. 

NATURE PLAY – SITE SURVEYED                       

Exciting news! This week our proposed nature 

play site was surveyed.  Once the surveyors 

report is ready this will be passed onto the 

designer from Jeavons (landscape architects). 

The initial planning meeting with Jeavons is 

scheduled to occur within the next 10 working 

days.  https://jeavons.net.au/ 

 

LAMONTS BOOK FAIR 

You are all invited to the Lamonts Book Fair 

in the Wales Street Library.  

 

We will have extended opening hours on the 

Thursday afternoon and for the first time on 

SATURDAY Between 10am and 2pm. 

See poster for all dates and times. 

 

Please consider making some time on the Saturday 

to come and visit me – entering through the Speight 

Street Office gate.  

 

It is sure to be a more leisurely pace on Saturday, which will allow time and 

space to share some book browsing and buying with your children. 

WSPS 2019 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Ballot papers have gone home with the eldest child of each family. Ballot 

papers must be returned in the blank envelope provided, enclosed in the larger 

envelope provided with your name and address on the back. Please deliver to 

the office by 4pm Friday 8th March, 2019. 

ICT NEWS 

It’s up and running!! The 3/4 Clyde St Building Lab is up and running. There 

are now 30 new computers available to be accessed. Our next step is to get 

the STEAM Lab online to compliment the iPads in the Wales St building.  

Speaking of iPads, if any families would like to donate spare iPad/iPhone USB 

chargers we would be very grateful. Drop them off to the office. Thanks heaps! 

 
  

 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://jeavons.net.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
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INTRODUCING OUR 2019 SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

Late in 2018, the Grade 5 children were given the opportunity to apply to be a School Captain in their grade 6 

year. They needed to write an application in which they reflected on their personal qualities and how these 

would make them a great School Captain. They had to explain times and experiences in which these qualities 

were evident both at school and at home. Also, they were encouraged to include the vision for Wales St they 

had in mind to achieve as School Captains. 

We received over 30 applications! All the children who applied should be very proud of themselves as they 

displayed a great range of abilities and qualities but above all courage. It is always difficult to put yourself 

forward for a position, but especially at this age. Unfortunately, we had to choose ten children to interview. All 

children shortlisted spoke so confidently and had great ideas. After some consideration, four students stood 

out for Steve and I and we were happy to put those names forward to Christian. Three of those children have 

written a short introductory text, which is included below. Unfortunately, Aiden Furey is on a family holiday and 

his text will be in a later issue. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the Grade 6’s are applying for JSC, House Captains and Student Leaders. We wish 

them all luck! 

Finley Crowther - A bit about myself….                            

Wales street has been my favourite school out of the six and a bit years I have been going to Primary School. 

Hi, my name is Finley Crowther and I am one of the four school captains at Wales Street Primary. I started 

here at Wales Street in Grade Three (2016) and had one of the most enjoyable years of my life. At Wales 

Street I have learned lots of stuff with a wide variety of subjects. I thought to apply for school captain because I 

thought I would make the the school a better place. I know some kids do not enjoy school because they get 

bullied in the playground or in the yard for one reason or another and I want to put an end to that so everyone 

feels safe and everyone enjoys school.My school life has been fun and I am going to miss school when I go to 

high school. I learned a lot of my school captain skills from cricket and taekwondo. Taekwondo gave me 

discipline and cricket taught me to be a good team player among many other good aspects. School captain 

appealed to me for many reasons; to help other students and make it so school is fun and people want to 

come to school instead of dreading it.  

Hi I’m Lilah Crothers 

I am one of the four school captains at wales street primary for 2019.I was inspired to apply for the position of 

school captain as I had multiple ideas to make an even better school environment and so I thought that the 

best way to put forward my ideas would be to apply for school captain. I actually moved to wales street primary 

half way through grade two from Pasco Vale primary.I enjoy playing basketball, reading as well as playing the 

guitar. I play for a basketball club called the Northcote jets and this year I am in the WSPS girl’s rounders 

team. I have many great ideas for the school but I would also like to hear yours to. I love being a school 

captain and I especially like helping my school. 

Hi my name is Mia Jones 

Six years ago, I entered the big, red double doors. I was nervous. I had never seen such a big building in my 

entire life. I never knew where my journey at Wales Street Primary School would take me. After several years I 

have finally reached the dream that I was hoping would come true. Being elected to be school captain. 

I am one of the 2019 School Captains of W.S.P.S. My first year at Wales Street was well stressful. (Well for me 

at least). I was an extremely shy prep and barely spoke to anyone. With a little help of my school mates, 



teachers and family members I quickly learnt that school wasn’t such a scary place. By year 4, I had grown as 

a student and I felt my confidence had gone from zero to 100! I was helping teachers and students around 

Wales Street and I always raised my hand to volunteer for anything. It was almost like I was a new person! 

Now in Grade 6, I have many strengths that I can use in my role as school captain. They are; self-management 

skills, thinking skills, having the ability to socialise, communication skills, empathy and research skills. These 

skills are important to me as they shape the person that I am today. I would like to take time to thank the 

teachers for helping me acquire these skills. My family have taught me other skills too, like being caring, 

balanced, open-minded and a risk-taker.  

As school captain, I have thought of some suggestions to change or improve our school: 

Bring back Crazy Hair Day! On Crazy Hair Day everyone could bring a gold coin donation which we could use 

to buy new furniture for the school or donate the money to a charity. Installing better supplies for the school 

restrooms as they don’t look as appealing as they did a couple of years ago. Appoint “Lost Property Heroes!” I 

think it would be great to have some students help distribute the Lost Property back to their rightful owners 

once a week. This might also be a nice way to include some 3/4 children who want to help the school out. 

Work with the JSC, teachers and students and listen ideas suggestions from others. 

TUNING IN TO KIDS EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH OFFER 

You are invited to participate in a free parenting program called Tuning in to Kids (TIK). The 

program has already been delivered to over 120,000 parents in Australia, and previous research 

studies have provided a strong evidence-base that the program improves various child, parent 

and family outcomes. The current study is to compare three different delivery methods of the program and to 

see what works best for which families. 

Participation in the study is for any parent or carer who has one or more children, between 4 and 10 years of 

age, who is exhibiting behaviours that are challenging or of concern to you.  Participation is free, and voluntary. 

The study is open to one parent per family either the mother, father or guardian. We can also offer partners a 

free version of the online program after the study in completed. The study is being run by the University of 

Melbourne in conjunction with Swinburne University of Technology. It is independent of your school, 

kindergarten or childcare centre. 

What is the program about? Tuning in to Kids is a parenting program that aims to teach parents about 

children’s emotional development. Program content and strategies assist parents to help their child to develop 

the skills of ‘emotional intelligence’. Emotional intelligence (sometimes called EQ) is known to help children in 

their social development and is a better predictor of future life outcomes than intelligence (IQ). EQ skills include 

understanding, communicating and managing emotions, including difficult emotions such as anger, sadness 

and fear. Previous studies of TIK have shown the program has helped to reduce aggressive behaviour in 

children, promote social and friendship skills, and help build better emotional connections between parents and 

children.  

What will participation involve? 

Parents will be randomly allocated into one of four separate arms of the study.  

1. Group TIK: Attending the program as part of eight two-hour group sessions;  

2. One-to-one TIK: Attending the program delivered in eight one-to-one sessions; 

3. TIK Online: Attending the program online plus receiving two follow-up phone calls;  



4. Wait list control: Receiving TIK Online after a 9-month delay. 

Random allocation is conducted through a computer-generated program and the process is like tossing a coin 

– you will have an equal chance of being in any of the four arms of the study. We will also ask parents to 

complete a questionnaire, before and after completion of the program. The questionnaires will ask about the 

child’s behaviour and parents’ ability to manage emotions, parenting style and parents’ own wellbeing. The 

child does not participate in the parenting program. In addition, with consent of the parent, we will ask the 

child’s teacher to complete a brief questionnaire at the beginning of the family joining the study, and 9 months 

later. What to do now? 

If you are interested in the study, and would like to find out more, please contact our Tuning in to Kids team 

either by sending in the expression of interest slip below to BigTIK-admin@unimelb.edu.auor by phoning on 

9371-0218. Our team will be able to answer any of your questions, and then send some more information to 

you. 

ORAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND STORY TELLING 
 

Story telling is powerful because it allows children to imitate the language they have heard orally 

before reading, thinking about it and then writing their own stories. This year we will be working 

on 3 key stages to support the development of oral language alongside developing 6 writing 

traits. 

Stage 1 Imitate: Once children have internalised the language of the text by listening to it, mapping it out and 

acting it out, they are in a position to read the text and start to think about the key ingredients that help to make 

it work. Understanding the structure of the text becomes easier if you look at the features. In Grade 3 we used 

the boxing-up technique for letters, which helped students to analyse the features that have helped to make 

the text work. Students then used this knowledge to move to the next stage…innovate. 

Stage 2 Innovate: In this stage students applied what they know about the features of a letter to start to 

construct their own by changing key words and phrases. After conferencing with their teacher and setting goals 

students are able to move to the next stage…independent application. 

Stage 3 Independent Application: With their new goals students move to become independent speakers and 

writers of the text type. They continue to develop their skills focusing on ideas, sentence fluency, word choice, 

organisation, voice and conventions. They now have an internal toolkit for this text type that can be 

independently adjusted as needed. 

What you can do at home: Re-read a story many times and ask your child to imitate the story orally. Draw the 

story or act it out to help your child develop an internal structure of the text. Start to change parts of the story 

such as the character, setting or ending. 

Sue Losada 

 

mailto:BigTIK-admin@unimelb.edu.au


  



 

OUR GREAT FETE 

WIN a wristband!  

We’ll be giving away one wristband (for unlimited access to rides!) 

for the next three weeks…all you need to do is sign up to volunteer 

at our great fete and you’ll go into the draw!  

Read more exciting news about our fete at 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/page/141/2019-fete 

 Just 4 weeks to go!  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE ANXIOUS BIRD’S PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT ABOUT COMBATTING 

CHILDHOOD ANXIETY 

Mental Illness doesn’t wait until adulthood to surface. Over a 12 month period, 1 in 4 young people will 

experience a mental illness. Often masked and unseen, it holistically impacts the development of a young 

person’s educational journey and learning outcomes. With effective intervention and support, anxiety and other 

mental illness should not hinder the positive learning pathways for a student. This session aims to give you 

confidence to talk about, approach and deal with student mental health illness issues. 

What will the session cover? 

- This session will explore why we need to have conversations with children around  anxiety 

- How we can introduce the conversation of anxiety to children with confidence by understanding anxiety. 

- Creative ways we can encourage young people to managing their own mental wellbeing within the 

Recovery model framework.  

When: 14th March 2019 

Where: Staff room  

Time: 6.30-8pm 

Jules Haddock is a facilitator of recovery programs specific to people experiencing a mental health disorder. 

Prior to education based support, she worked closely with all ages, Aboriginal communities, and people with 

disabilities such as Autism, challenged by their mental illness within a community framework of practice. A 

REACH facilitator through the Black Dog Institute, Mental Health First Aid Instructor and accredited trainer in 

Mental Health, Jules is well versed and passionate in her endeavour to demystify, educate and encourage 

intervention of mental illness by the community as a whole. Her delivery style is creatively engaging, reflecting 

her passion as a practicing artist, which sees her currently involved in school based youth community art 

projects specific to mental illness. Jules’s take on mental illness is “It’s not about them and us; we are all in this 

together”. 
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