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 School Council Thank You 

Early finish Tomorrow 1pm 

The yard is supervised before 

school from 8.45am and after 
school until 3.45pm. Students 
must not be dropped off and 
left alone before 8:45am. Any 
student in the yard 

unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 

aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 
phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 

 

From the principal…… 
It has been a very busy and successful year at Wales Street with many highlights and 

memories made such as the School Production, PYP Evaluation visit, Exhibition, our 

successful Fete, the granting of the $4.1 million dollars to renovate our school, 

Exhibition, school camps and excursions and for our students, a great year of 

achieving both academic and personal learning goals. 

We look forward to exciting times ahead next year with our Art Show being held in 

semester 2, our FETE and a new building project beginning as well as the many 

annual events that are scheduled on the calendar each year. 

Final Assembly 

There will be a final assembly on Thursday 19th of December at 3pm- the last for our 

grade 6 students to perform their graduation dance and be the leaders of our school.  

Retirement of Rosemary Hughes 

I would like to take this opportunity to announce the official retirement of Rosemary 

Hughes who has been a teacher at our school for more than 25 years and after taking 

long service leave for most of this year, Rosemary decided to 

retire from teaching. However, you may still see her around 

the school as she has generously been donating her time to 

help our in classrooms and the library for the past few 

months. Rosemary’s contribution to the school and her 

enthusiasm for learning has always been as strong quality of 

hers as she has mentored many of our current staff and team 

taught over the years. Rosemary requested that there was 

not a big fuss made of her achievements in front of the school 

at assembly but she is deserving of being recognised as being an important part of 

our history and we wish her best wishes in her retirement. If you see her around, I 

am sure she would enjoy a chat! 

 
Farewell Ben Jones   It will also be a time to farewell one of 

our longstanding staff members, Ben Jones as he is leaving 

Wales Street to take on a promotional position at Westgarth 

Primary School from 2020. Ben has been a great asset to our 

teaching staff and well loved by students and parents over 

the years.  On behalf of the Wales Street community, I would 

like to wish Ben every success in his future career and thank 

him for his contribution to our school. 



includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very 
important that the school is able to 

contact families in the event of an 

accident or illness. 
 
Recess: 10.40am–11.10am Lunch 
eating time: 12.50pm-1.00pm  
Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

New Staff for 2020  

We welcome two new staff members to our teaching team in 2020- Sophie Corbett 

and Samantha Panettieri, who has been a regular relief teacher this year. Our 

enrolment numbers have grown for next year and we will have 26 classes, 5 of those 

classes being in the Foundation year. 

Our school structure for 2020 will be: 

Year Level A B C D E 

Foundation Annie 
Wilson 

Maria 
Mandilas 

Lesley King Marie 
Apostolou 

Toby 
Marquette 

Year 1 Renee 
Patkas 

Spiro 
Pantaz 

Kim Chau Katelyn 
Vandenberg 

 

Year 2 Kate 
Bowran 

Bronwyn 
Capsalis 
Sotiroulla 
Kyprianou 
(Thurs Fri) 

Sophie 
Corbett 

  

Year 3 Sue Losada 
Clare 
Cambers 
(Thurs Fri) 

Chris 
Hingston 

Anne 
Graham 

Jason Sergi  

Year 4 Rebekah 
Richardson 

David Altis 
Seraphim 
Kyprianou 
(Wed) 

Molly Dale   

Year 5 Louise 
Scally 
Steve 
McArthur 
(Mon Tues) 

Shannon 
Hayes 

Geoff 
O’Connor 

Samantha 
Panettieri 

 

Year 6 Lisa 
Teasdale 
Seraphim 
Kyprianou 
(Thurs,Fri) 

Joanne 
Ristos 

Stathis 
Moshis 

  

Specialist Art 
Georgina 
Tragas 

PE 
Anna 
DeVos 

Italian 
Dina 
Divitcos 

STEAM 
Steve 
McArthur 

P Arts 
Luisa 
Kalenjuk 

Specialist programs for 2020 will change from 2019  

Due to a change in staff time fractions, each grade 1-6 class will have one semester 

of Italian and one semester of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Maths) as well as one session weekly of ART and PE. All classes will have one 

Performing Arts lesson per fortnight. Over the course of 2020, our students will be 

able to experience five specialist areas taught by teachers who will support the 

classroom PYP units of Inquiry through their speciality. 

Foundation students will be taught Italian for the whole year and their STEAM 

learning will be integrated into their Discovery time with their class teacher.  

 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


PYP Learner Profile 

Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

 Enthusiasm 

 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

 Integrity 

 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

Parents, Guardians and Friend Morning Tea 

A big thank you to all parents, guardians and friends who have helped at the school 

this year and were unable to attend the Morning Tea held last Friday. Wales Street 

has a wonderfully supportive school community and everyone’s contribution 

enables a richer learning environment for students and a greater sense of 

community in the school.  Your work is greatly appreciated by the staff, students and 

myself. 

 
Special thanks to our retiring members of FASE, Vanessa Greenwood, Cameron 

Schmelitschek and Richard McElhinney and Finance members Karen Farey and Bec 

Ziffer for their contribution over the years, giving their time and energy to support 

the community of Wales Street Primary School. We look forward to welcoming new 

and existing members on our subcommittees to continue to support the best 

outcomes for our Wales Street families. 

 

We say farewell to our grade 6 students and some longstanding families who have 

been a part of our community for many years. To the retiring parents of Wales 

Street’s grade 6s -thank you for your time and commitment to your child’s learning 

and our school. We wish you best wishes for the future and hope you have many 

happy memories of being a part of our great community. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the staff and families for giving your support to the 

leadership team during my time as the Acting Principal this year and wish all families 

a Merry Christmas, safe Holidays, a Happy New Year and all the best for 2020!! 

 

Kind Regards 

Jennifer Deeble 

Acting Principal 

 

PE News 

Well done to everyone who attended the annual House Swimming Carnival on 

Thursday. Despite the cool breeze the students who participated had a great time 

and produced some fantastic results for their teams. A big thank to all the parents 

and family members, staff and sports captains who assisted with timing the races, 

keeping scores and making sure that students competed in their chosen events. 

Thank you also to the family members and friends who came along to support the 

students.  

The final score for the day were: 

1st Place: Clyde, 118 points 

2nd Place: Wales, 87 points 

3rd Place: St David, 85 points 

4th Place: Speight, 75 points  

 

 

 



Graduation Speech by Lilah Crothers 

I’m Lilah Crothers and this year I was lucky enough to be elected as one of Wales Street Primary School captains. First of 

all, I would like to thank everyone for coming tonight and most importantly I would like to congratulate the 2019 graduates 

of Wales Street Primary.  

As nervous as I am feeling - As I stand here, I am honoured to have the opportunity to share not only my own, but the 

entire 2019 year 6 cohort's exciting journey through primary school.  

This year has been an emotional roller coaster full of life time highlights and unforgettable memories. Together, we have 

been second to none in term 3 when we successfully completed exhibition, we have had many successful inter school 

sports teams and even sent our soccer team to regionals and we had a wonderful time on camp, disregarding of course, 

all the ambulances and affliction.      

This night symbolises the end of an era, and as sad as it is, we must say our goodbyes. The relationships that we have 

developed growing up together are unassailable. I am sure we will continue to cherish the years we have spent together 

across the decades that await us and will forever hold onto our time at Wales Street. 

We now must continue to go down our own paths and embark on our own journeys at high school. Thankfully, throughout 

the past 7 years we have gained many skills and developed a kind of confidence that will not only assist us as we journey 

on through high school and into VCE, but also into our adulthood. Good luck to everyone starting year 7 in 2020. I am 

confident that you will all excel at whatever you decide to do.  

Thank you to all of the staff at WSPS as well as the many parent helpers that came to our aid this year, it is much 

appreciated by everyone as always  

 Well, to sum up the interesting, exciting, hectic and most importantly wonderful year we have all shared, as sad as it is 

that this must be the end, I’m so glad that I got to spend my last year of primary school with every single one of you. 

Congratulations to Jo, Maria, Mr K and Steve for putting up with our cohort which I am sure must have been quite a 

handful. You never lost faith in us. Not once did I ever have a doubt in my mind that we all wouldn't be prepared when 

walking into high school.  

I’m almost certain that we have left quite the reputation and I wish the future grade 6 students of WSPS the best of luck 

in living up to our standards. Thank you Wales Street for providing many years of education, endless amounts of fun, many 

of the best friendships and memories that will be deeply cherished. I, along with all of my peers will certainly not be 

forgetting Wales street Primary any time soon.  

My fellow graduates, be courageous, remain opened minded and live out life to its fullest. Thank you. Have a wonderful 

rest of your night. 

Graduation Speech by Aiden Furey 

My name is Aiden and I am currently one of the school captains at Wales Street PS. 

I am lucky enough to be standing in this hall with so many of my peers that I have shared my Wales Street journey with. 

It’s very easy to see how we’ve all become such good friends through the course of time, and how in turn we have all 

changed as people. 

Entering year six, I can be certain that everyone I knew was, in one way or the other, nervous. For all of us, we were going 

into something we’ve never experienced, and we all knew that there were things that would be new to us. It was to our 



relief, that it wasn’t as scary as most of us thought. Although there were heaps of new things that we had to learn and 

adapt to, we were helped by each other, and our very kind teachers, Jo, Maria, Mr. K and Steve. 

In fact, it has been a fantastic year for all of us. I’m sure we’d all agree that throughout our final year of primary school 

we’ve had a lot of fun together, through heaps of fun activities organised by our teachers. Camp was very fun, and gave 

us a huge opportunity to spend time together in an environment outside of school. Exhibition is another example of how 

we’ve all learned and bonded together this year. 

It is now that all of us are in that familiar position once again. We are all going to enter high school, and encounter even 

more things that will make us feel uncomfortable, or scared. The only thing is, we won’t have all of the friends we knew 

in primary school. Although the majority of us have a few friends to be with in high school, we may all eventually lose 

touch with each other as we start our new journey. It is now that we may have a final chance to say our goodbyes with 

most of our peers, before we actually start our high school years. 

Throughout this year we have all bonded together very well, both with our teachers and our peers. It has been a fun year, 

where we have all had the opportunity to work and learn together. As of next year we will all be in high school, and I hope 

that as of tonight some of your fears have become less scary, because we’re all going through it together. 

I have faith that every one of my peers out there tonight are going to succeed through the rest of their life, and have a 

great time doing it. 

Graduation speech by Finley Crowther 

I am very proud to be standing up here right now because it symbolises the end of another amazing lot of grade six 

students and I am also grateful to have had the privilege to be school captain. This year has been the best year of my life, 

exhibition school captaincy, camp and a lot of other amazing experiences. 

Exhibition was one of the biggest events by far, it incorporated a whole term of hard dedicated work with an amazing 

payoff of beautiful displays and a wide variety of extremely valuable and useful information.   

Camp was also extremely fun despite the need of two ambulances, sitting in cabins chatting with some of our friends who 

we may be separated from for the next six years was really fun. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank my teachers for sticking by me and helping me throughout this process. I would 

also like to thank my peers in grade six for supporting me and giving me advice and last but not least my parents for helping 

me become who I am today. I am sad to leave this school but I am also excited to endeavor on my next journey to high 

school. 

Over the course of this year I have grown closer to almost every grade six and I will find it very hard to part ways with all 

the kids who I will separate from and it will also be very sad to leave all my teachers Anne, Renee, Noel, and most 

importantly my grade six teachers Mr.K, Steve, Jo and Maria, who I have known throughout my Wales Street journey. 

I think this year has been the best year for most of the grade sixes here there have kenotic parts and awesome parts I 

seriously do not think that a single year can get much better than this one already is. 

 

2020 Chess Club News 

Jim Cannon runs a weekly chess club at WSPS on Tuesday’s during lunch and is offering a special offer of $75 per student 

for term 1. Application forms are available from the school website or may be picked up from the school office. 



Grade 2 Sphero incursion 
Last Tuesday the Grade 2 students were lucky to be treated with an incursion from Yann Paquaux (Leonie in 2D’s dad). 

We learnt that there are many coding languages and that code tells computers and robots what to do. We explored the 

idea that robots are not living things, however they have some of the characteristics of living things such as needing food 

(electricity) and that they can move. We used an app to code to program our Spheros to move in different directions, 

change the speed, change the colour of the lights and make noises. We used two different ways to code our Spheros, we 

could also program the Sphero so it recognised our iPad. Sometimes it was hard to tell which Sphero was our groups’. It 

was super fun!!! 

 
 

Grade 2C Worm habitat experiment 

As part of our Unit of inquiry ‘Living things depend on habitats to meet their needs’, 2C made worm habitats. We followed 

the steps for the experiment to make the habitats and observed them for five days. We drew labelled diagrams to record 

our findings.   

To make the habitats we used sand, soil from the gardens, oats, water and leaves. Then we layered the materials into a 

glass jar. We had lots of fun finding the worms. The materials we used provided water, food and shelter, which the worms 

needed to survive. 

We covered the jars with black paper because worms do not like light. The worms made little tunnels through the layers 

in the jar. On day three we needed to add extra water to make sure the soil did not dry out. One thing the worms did not 

have while they were our classroom visitors were predators!  

We also found out that worms are decomposers who help to break down waste and put the nutrients back into the soil. 

This helps plants to grow. Worms are a very important part of the food chain as they provide not only food for plants that 

humans and other animals eat, they are themselves also food for some animals such as birds.  

After the five-day experiment we released our worms back to their natural habitat in the Wales Street garden beds. 

Although we were sad to see them go, we hope they are happy back in their natural home.  

   
 



The Wales Street website is relaunching! 
 

A fresh new look; a homepage brimming with latest news, important dates, quick links; useful info behind 
every click. It’s coming at the end of term, and here’s a sneak peak… 

 

1. School links: Attention teachers and students! 
Here’s where you’ll find all your classroom links – 
Mathletics, Spellodrome, Scratch, Kidzsearch – 
they’re all here, organised into the same 
categories as the old website. 
 
2. Navigation: all the info you need to know, 
organised into key sections to help you find it. 
Have an explore and see what’s there. 
 
3. School life: How do I order a uniform? When is 
recess? What lunch club is on today? What on 
earth are the house colours? Find your answers 
about day-to-day life at Wales Street in here. Click 
on a quick-reference toggle for some basic info on 
a common topic, or delve into the School Life 
section for much, much more. 
 
4. Latest news: All the big news and reminders 
will be featured here. (You’ll still need to stay 
tuned in to Compass and Flexibuzz for day-to-day 
updates and reminders.) 
 
5. Events calendar: Keep an eye on the calendar 
to see what’s coming up and usher in a new era of 
supreme organisation in your life. 
 
6. Handy links: Super handy links for super busy 
people – Compass, lunch orders, before and after 
care, Scholastic Book Club – click here and go 
there. 
 
7. Term dates: Not just this year’s, but next year, 
and the year after! (Curriculum days will also be 
posted under these links once they’re confirmed.) 
 
And if you spot a gremlin… 
 
It’s taken many months and many minds to get 
our new website up and running. While we’re 
confident that it’s loaded with super helpful info, 
given its sheer size, there are bound to be a few 
glitches here and there. If you notice anything (a 
broken link, a pesky typo, an incorrect detail) 
please contact us at the Office so we can get it 
fixed up ASAP.  

  

 

 

 



  



 



 



  



  



 



 

Wales Street Primary School Fete 
Saturday 21 March 2020 
 
Working towards zero waste 
 
We’re very proud to announce that parent Rachel Levin has volunteered to be our new fete Sustainability Coordinator! 
Stay tuned for further details of our sustainable waste plan, washing up shenanigans and more… 
 
 

All aboard the fete train ♡ 
 

Fete 2020 Committee so far… but there’s always room for more if you want to join in 

NEXT FETE MEETING 4 FEB 2020 – ALL WELCOME 

Fete Coordinator Erica McElhinney wspsfete.coordinator@gmail.com 

Food & Drink  Sara Rayner wspsfete.food@gmail.com 

Entertainment Jade Piltz wspsfete.entertain@gmail.com 

Communications Jen Rutherford wspsfete.comms@gmail.com 

Volunteer Management John Rouw wspsfete.volunteers@gmail.com 

Stage Managers Katie Hill/Simon Mariani wspsfete.stage@gmail.com 

Silent Auction Lilian Bishop wspsfete.auction@gmail.com 

Sustainability Rachel Levin wspsfete.sustainability@gmail.com 

 
Got services, products or skills you’d like to offer for the silent auction? Keen to co-coordinate the Nachos stall? Sorting 
donations? Or interested in finding out more about supporting any of the above? Please email Erica or the relevant 
coordinator. 
 
FYI: Hampers and the raffle are very volunteer-intensive so we’ve made the call not to do them in 2020 but there will be 
new inclusions, more on that in the new year… 
 
 
 
Want to get the party started? 
 
We’re seeking acts – particularly musical  
ones – to light up the fete 2020 stage. 
 
Interested? 
 
Drop Simon & Katie an email 
wspsfete.stage@gmail.com 
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Thank you, and merry Christmas 

from School Council 
 

School Council would like to extend a very special thank you to all the staff at Wales Street who do 
so much for our children every day. And it’s not just during the school day – after-hours events, 
school camps, and even the day-to-day challenges of the school year often see staff putting in extra 
time – time that could often be otherwise spent with their own families. Please know that it doesn’t 
go unnoticed, and it is very much appreciated. 
 

We hope everyone – staff, students and families – has a wonderful festive season and a well-
deserved break, and we look forward to seeing you all again in the new school year. 


