
  

  
Wales Street Primary School Newsletter 

Date: 30 January 2020 Term 1, Number 1  

In This Issue 

 Message from the principal 

 Our Great Fete 

 Welcome Picnic 2020 

The yard is supervised before 

school from 8.45am and after 
school until 3.45pm. Students 
must not be dropped off and 
left alone before 8:45am. Any 
student in the yard 
unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 

aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 
phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 
includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very 

important that the school is able to 
contact families in the event of an 
accident or illness. 
 
Recess: 10.40am–11.10am Lunch 

eating time: 12.50pm-1.00pm  

Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 

Events 
Friday 7 February 
Whole School Assembly 3:10pm 
Friday 14 February 
Whole School Assembly 3:10pm 

Thursday 20 February  
G5 Fizzics Incursion 

 

From the principal…… 

Welcome back to another new year at Wales Street PS and a special welcome to our 
new students and their families from Foundation and across the school. We have 
had a very positive and smooth start to the year with the students settling in quickly 
to the routine of being back at school in their new classes. 

Over the summer as Victorians, we have experienced some challenging weather and 
events that may have impacted our families such as the extensive bushfires and 
smoke pollution days that have been the worst on record. We have received advice 
from DET in regard to these events and how the school will monitor the air quality 
going forward, should there be any more bushfires or air quality issues throughout 
the remainder of the summer season. 

EPA Air Watch 
We will monitor the air quality through the EPA AirWatch website which at present 
has predicted this week to be ‘Good’ at our local station in Alphington.  As many 
people especially children can be affected by the condition of the air quality, we 
have been advised to restrict outdoor activities when the reading drops to ‘Poor’ or 
below and keep the children inside with air conditioning on recycle. We had all our 
air conditioners serviced last week as part of our annual maintenance. For more 
information, check these sites below. 

You can check the air quality at www.epa.vic.gov.au/airwatch.  

You can find out more information about smoke here: 
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/environmental-information/air-
quality/smoke/smoke-your-health 

For further information, updates and advice relating to incidents affecting air 
quality in your area go to  http://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/  

Please refer to reference chart at the end of this newsletter. 

New staff 
We would like to introduce our new staff for 2020 and welcome them to the Wales 
Street community. 

Sophie Corbett Grade 2B 

Samantha Panettieri Grade 5D  

Suzi Sekulovski School Nurse 

 

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/airwatch
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/environmental-information/air-quality/smoke/smoke-your-health
https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/environmental-information/air-quality/smoke/smoke-your-health
http://emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/


 

 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

PYP Learner Profile 

Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

Mobile Phone Policy 
As from the beginning of Term 1 2020, all Victorian government schools were 
required to implement a local Mobile Phone policy. There are new DET and 
government guidelines regarding mobile phones and messaging devices that we 
have included in the revised version of our Wales Street Primary School Mobile 
Phone policy to reflect these changes. This revised policy can be found on Compass 
under School Documentation.   

All students who bring a mobile phone to school for safety reasons, will need to 
collect and return a signed pink permission form to the office to register their phone 
and it will be locked away during the school day. Please read the WSPS Mobile phone 
policy and the WSPS Personal Property policy so you are familiar with the new 
changes. 

Assembly 
Our first assembly for the year will be held on Friday morning from 9am except for 
the Foundation students who will join us later in the term.  

Due to Interschool sport being played every Friday morning from week 2, we will be 
moving our whole school assembly for Term 1 to 3:10 on Friday afternoons, weather 
permitting.  

Information for new families: we have whole school assemblies in Term 1 and 4 
outdoors in the warmer months and half school assemblies in the Hall every 
fortnight in Term 2 and 3. This arrangement is due to the size of our enrolment and 
the lack of a large enough indoor space such as a school gym to accommodate 26 
classes.  Term 1 will be Friday afternoons at 3:10- 3.30pm and for Terms 2-4, Friday 
mornings from 9am. 

Soft start to the school day  
From next Monday, we will be trialling a new way we start the school day called a 
Soft Start. From 8.50am, music will play until 9am and children will be allowed to 
come into their classroom, get organised by unpacking their own bag and ready to 
start the learning program at 9am sharp. Students will not be required to line up 
outside in their classes but enter the school building from 8:50am. Students who 
attend SAC will be dismissed to go to their classrooms. Leadership staff will be on 
duty in the yard from 8:45am. 

Teachers will be on duty in their classrooms from 8:50 and will be preparing for the 
start of the day. Once the students have entered the classroom during this time, 
they are not permitted to go back outside. Parents will be expected to leave once 
they have seen their child to the classroom so the children and the teacher can get 
themselves organised. This is not a time for parents to discuss issues with the class 
teacher as the teachers will be supervising students. 

The classes will still line up at the end of recess and lunch breaks outside their 
classrooms in grade F-4 as usual. 

Coronavirus 
We are receiving regular DET updates about the coronavirus and possible impacts 
on families and students.  

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

 Enthusiasm 

 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

 Integrity 

 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

 

“ This recommendation is that parents/guardians/carers of students should ensure 
that any student is isolated at home and should not attend school for 14 days: 

 following exposure to any confirmed novel coronavirus case; or 

 after leaving Hubei Province. 

This same advice applies to any staff who have returned or are returning from Hubei 
province. 

The Chief Health Officer's current advice is that staff and students do not need to be 
isolated at home if they have recently travelled in other parts of China or other 
countries and are not showing any symptoms of the virus.” (DET  Bulletin 
29/01/2020) 

We have discussed healthy hygiene with the staff to ensure that we promote healthy 
habits such as washing hands regularly and ‘cover your cough and sneeze’ routines 
as part of our start of the year routine. The link to the current DHHS fact sheet for 
families is listed below and will also be sent out on Compass. 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/coronavirus-
DHHS-students.DOCX  

We have covered a lot of topics… have a great week. 

Jenny Deeble - Acting Principal 

 
We’re looking for a few final coordinators to complete our team – you’ll be well 
supported and the school community will be eternally grateful to you for saving 
popular stalls/activities from being dropped! Who can we tempt to be: 
 

1. LEGO coordinator – an easy gig, perfect for a first-time coordinator 
2. Toy stall co-coordinator – lots of helpers already in place but co-lead 

appreciated 
3. Clothing stall coordinator – we’ll be honest this takes work but it’s a big 

earner 
 
If you’d like to take on one of these by yourself or do it with a friend or friends, or 
would like to contribute in any other way, please contact Erica on 
wspsfete.coordinator@gmail.com  
 
New to the school? Hello and welcome! Hopefully you’ve been to our great fete 
before or have already had a taster of school fetes elsewhere. They’re organised and 
run by parents and being part of this team of volunteers is a great way to make new 
friends at the school while raising funds that support our kids’ education. 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/coronavirus-DHHS-students.DOCX
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/coronavirus-DHHS-students.DOCX
mailto:wspsfete.coordinator@gmail.com


 



 

 

Good It's a good day to be outside. 

Moderate The air quality is okay, but it could change soon. 
It’s okay to be outside but watch for changes in air quality around you. 

Poor The air is probably dusty or smoky. Sensitive groups may experience symptoms like coughing or 
shortness of breath. 

• If you are sensitive to air pollution, spend less time outside in the smoke or dust and follow 
your treatment plan. Reduce prolonged or heavy physical activity. 

• If you are coughing or short of breath, avoid being outside in the smoke or dust. 
• Close your windows and doors to keep smoke and dust out of your home. 
• If you are worried about your symptoms, see your doctor or call Nurse On Call on 1300 606 

024. 
• Seek urgent medical help if anyone has trouble breathing or tightness in the chest. Call 000 for 

an ambulance. 

Very Poor The air is probably very dusty or smoky. Everyone could be experiencing symptoms like coughing or 
shortness of breath. 

• Listen to your local emergency radio station or visit Emergency Vic for advice. 
• Avoid being outside in the smoke or dust. Reduce prolonged or heavy physical activity. 
• If you are sensitive to air pollution, follow your treatment plan. Avoid physical activity 

outdoors. 
• Close your windows and doors to keep smoke and dust out of your home. 
• If you think the air in your home is uncomfortable, consider going to an air-conditioned 

building like a library or shopping centre for a break if it’s safe to do so. 
• If you are worried about your symptoms, see your doctor or call Nurse On Call on 1300 606 

024. 
• Seek urgent medical help if anyone has trouble breathing or tightness in the chest. Call 000 for 

an ambulance. 

Hazardous The air is probably extremely dusty or smoky. Everyone could be experiencing symptoms like coughing or 
shortness of breath. 

• Listen to your local emergency radio station or visit Emergency Vic for advice 
• Stay indoors away from smoke and dust. 
• If you are sensitive to air pollution, follow your treatment plan. If you can, remain indoors and 

keep physical activity levels as low as possible. 
• Close your windows and doors to keep smoke and dust out of your home. 
• If you think the air in your home is uncomfortable, consider going to an air-conditioned 

building like a library or shopping centre for a break if it’s safe to do so. 
• If you are worried about your symptoms, see your doctor or call Nurse On Call on 1300 606 

024. 
• Seek urgent medical help if anyone has trouble breathing or tightness in the chest. Call 000 

for an ambulance. 


