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Acknowledgement of 
Country

We would like to acknowledge the Wurundjeri 

people who are the Traditional Custodians of this 

Land. We would also like to pay respect to the 

Elders both past and present of the Kulin Nation 

and extend that respect to other Indigenous 

Australians present.



Grade 2 Structure:
2A Kate Bowran              

2B Bronwyn Capsalis (M,T,W) & Sotiroula Kyprianou (T,F)
2C Sophie Corbett        



4

 Who we are

An inquiry into the 

nature of the self; 

beliefs and values; 

personal, physical. 

Mental, social and 

spiritual health; human 

relationships including 

families, friends, 

communities, and 

cultures; rights and 

responsibilities; what it 

means to be human

Where we are in

Place and Time

An inquiry into orientation in 

place and time; personal 

histories; homes and 

journeys; the discoveries, 

explorations, and migrations 

of humankind; the 

relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilizations; 

from local and global 

perspectives

How we express 

ourselves

An inquiry into the 

ways in which we 

discover and express 

ideas, feelings, nature, 

cultures, belief and 

values, the ways in 

which we reflect on, 

extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic

How the world works

An inquiry into the 

natural world and its 

laws; the interaction 

between the natural 

world (physical and 

biological) and human 

societies; how humans 

use their understanding 

of scientific principles; the 

impact of scientific and 

technological advances on 

society and on the 

environment.

How we organise 

ourselves

An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of 

human-made systems 

and communities; the 

structure and function of 

organisations; societal 

decision-making, 

economic activities and 

their impact on 

humankind and the 

environment

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the 

struggle to share finite 

resources with other people 

and with other living things, 

communities; and the 

relationships within and 

between them; access to 

equal opportunities; peace 

and conflict resolution.

Central Idea

Lifestyle choices affect 

our health, safety and 

well-being.

CONCEPTS:

Reflection 1

Change 1

Related Concepts

Growth, Choices

Lines of Inquiry:·        

● Features of a 

healthy body and 

mind. (Reflection)

● The impact of our 

daily habits and 

routines. 

(Causation)

● The positive 

changes we can 

make for our 

well-being. 

(Change)

Central Idea

Artefacts help us to 

understand our community 

history.

CONCEPTS:

Connection 1

Function 1

Related Concepts

Artefacts, History

Lines of Inquiry:

● How artifacts contribute 

to our understanding of 

the past (Function)

● Historical figures in our 

community

● Significant historical 

places in our community 

(Connection)

Central Idea

People express their 

creativity in different 

forms

CONCEPTS:

Form

Reflection

Related Concepts

Expression, 

Interpretation

Lines of Inquiry:

● What creativity is 

(Form)

● The different ways 

people express 

themselves (Form)

How we can express 

our uniqueness and 

creativity (Reflection)

Central Idea

Properties of materials 

affect the way they can 

be used

CONCEPTS:

Form

Function

Related Concepts

Properties

Lines of Inquiry:

● The properties of 

materials. (Form)

● Ways of examining 

materials

● How different 

materials can be used 

for different 

purposes (Function)

Central Idea

The success of a 

community depends on 

cooperation and shared 

responsibility.

CONCEPTS:

Perspective 2

Responsibility 1

Related Concepts

Relationships, 

Community

Lines of Inquiry:

· Communication in 

groups

· The importance of 

understanding different 

opinions. (Perspective)

· How we can make a 

group function effectively 

(Responsibility)

Central Idea

Living things depend on a 

habitat to meet their 

needs

CONCEPTS:

Causation

Connection

Related Concepts

Interdependence, needs

Lines of Inquiry:

- The needs  of living things

- Habitats

- How habitats meet  the 

needs of living things.



Literacy
Victorian Curriculum: Reading & Viewing, Writing 

and Speaking & Listening.

What does literacy look like every day?
It’s all interconnected. Students learn and work in flexible groupings which 
may be whole class, small co-operative groups, or individually. Learning is 
scaffolded and targets a range of learning experiences, skills and needs.
* PLD (Promoting Literacy Development) phonics based spelling program 
* Reading - to, guided, shared, modelled, choral, independent, silent
* Writing - handwriting, modelled, shared, sentence construction, grammar, 
text types
- Workshop Model: Learning Intentions (LI), Success Criteria (SC), Gradual 

Release (I do/We do/You do)

- Conferencing: Formative assessment (individual, small group, peer) 

- 6 plus 1 Traits: Ideas, Organisation, Sentence Fluency, Voice, Word -Choice 

Conventions and Presentation

* Speaking & Listening - vocabulary, active listening, speaking in full 
sentences, asking questions, sharing/presenting to various group sizes 
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HOME LEARNING (Literacy)
Reading- Need to have:

·   Red bags

·   Reading log

·   Readers changed Tuesdays and Fridays

The coloured text level provided is the level that students 

should be able to read independently. It is important to 

read with your child as often as you can. Ideas for retell and 

comprehension activities will be sent home. Reading the 

same book more than once is beneficial for depth in 

comprehension. 

Readers in conjunction with library book, sight words, 

reading in the environment (road signs/cards)

Writing- Writing for a purpose, Letter formation.

Speaking and Listening- Full sentences, Vocabulary.





HOME LEARNING (ICT)
Mathletics is a website that provide independent tasks 

to support classroom learning, used to inform teachers 

of students conceptual understanding. Specialised tasks 

will be set by each teacher. These activities are best 

done unaided as we use the results to plan our 

teaching. 

Reading Eggs sequential learning tasks presented in a 

fun engaging way. 

For other websites or Apps that can support home 

learning, please see your class teacher (Eg. Mr Thorne 

Grammar School, PLD spelling). The ‘Handy links’ on the 

Wales St website have other computer websites you 

and your child might like to explore.



HOME LEARNING (Numeracy)
● Talk about using maths in everyday life (eg: problem solving, 

counting, telling the time, cooking, building, estimating, 
money ). 

● Items like counters, pebbles, bottle tops and pegs can be 
used to make equal groups, add together or take away. 
Hands-on activities like this are a great way to develop 
multiplicative thinking. 

● Learning the times tables by song or having a chart in the 
house is great, however working with the times tables will 
not be done until Grade 3 at school. 

● Playing games (board and card games, counting games in the 
car, when you are walking) to encourage problem solving 
skills and incidental practice.

● Recommend a watch: digital or analogue



NUMERACY
● In Grade 2  our teaching focus is on developing a thorough 

understanding of mathematical concepts using ‘hands on,’ 
open-ended activities and games.

● There are 3 strands in Mathematics which are Number and 
Algebra, Statistics and Probability and Measurement and 
Geometry.

● Mathematical ideas in the number strand are taught 
sequentially, for example in term one the focus is on 
developing a solid understanding of numbers including 
counting and place value (Hundreds, tens and ones). We use 
this knowledge to build understanding of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division (as groups of) in later terms. 

● Assessment is ongoing. We use a range of  assessments to 
discover what students know and where their learning needs 
to go next. These can include an interview, test, observations 
and student work samples.  



• We use whole class flexible groupings to help teach students at 
their point of need. Depending on the concept being taught and 
the ability of students, the teacher will group students in 
different ways, for example whole class learning, targeted 
groups or a combination of both. 

• Maths is taught daily either as part of our inquiry program or in 
targeted numeracy sessions. 

• Where possible we will deliver our maths sessions using 
authentic or real life connections.

• Links to find out more about the maths curriculum:  
Grade 2 
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/level2?layout=1&d=M
 

NUMERACY

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/level2?layout=1&d=M


What is Place Value? 
(and why is it so important?)

‘Place Value’ refers to the value of numbers according to their 
place in the number. For example 584 is actually 500, 80 and 4 
not 5, 8, 4. It is important because it helps students to 
understand the meaning of a number and helps them to better 
understand processes when using the operations (add, subtract, 
multiply and divide). 

Many Mathematical education experts (Di Siemon, George 
Booker et.al) claim it is the biggest stumbling block and source of 
misconceptions for students in understanding number concepts.

In Year 2, the focus is on reading, making, ordering, expanding, 
rounding up and down and counting on/back numbers to 1,000 
through explicit instruction, games and activities.



Borrowing, Carrying or Renaming?
When most of us were at school, we ‘borrowed’ or ‘carried’ 
when adding and subtracting numbers vertically. In classrooms 
at WSPS we teach ‘Renaming’. The idea behind the change is so 
students know that we are actually renaming the numbers from 
the different Place Value parts. For example:

19+    When we add the 7 and the 9, we are renaming the two 

  7       numbers as one ten and six ones. This helps them to 

           understand why we move the ten- it is to be with the   
other tens because it is too big to fit in the ones column. It has a 
new name which is ‘a ten’.

Basic facts of adding and subtracting to ten and naming 
strategies (such as doubles, near doubles, making to ten, adding 
on from the bigger number) are also practised in order to help 
students to problem solve efficiently and easily.     



BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT
Our school behaviour management plan is displayed throughout the school. 

We use a whole school positive approach based on; 

Everyone has the right to feel safe and comfortable;

Everyone has the right to do as much work as possible

Teachers use strategies developed by Ramon Lewis such as using hints, 
positive reminders and promoting communal responsibilities. Each class has 

created their own essential agreement as to the classroom they want and the 
behaviours that allow these classrooms to work. 

Where necessary, the following steps are used:
Warning

(Students are told to stop the undesirable behaviour and have explained to 
them that they are either stopping others from learning or making unsafe 

choices.)
Time out within the classroom

Exit to another classroom 



RRRR and Mindfulness
Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships curriculum mandated by the 

government. WSPS is a leading school in the implementation of this new 
curriculum It has 8 key topics that we will link to our units of inquiry.

The 8 topics are: 
1) Emotional literacy
2) Personal strengths

3) Positive coping
4) Problem solving

5) Stress management
6) Help-seeking

7) Gender and identity
8) Positive gender relations

Students will also have a refresher short course in Child Wise program and will 
be learning how to be safe in cyberspace.

Our mindfulness activities in class are yoga, mindful colouring and meditation. It 
is a way for students to make a break after being outside and helps students to 
settle in and learn. Previously we have had the Resilience project and we have 

incorporated this into our RRRR program.



Excursions and Special Events
Term 1

Term 2 Como House excursion

Term 3 Melbourne Zoo 

Term 4 National Gallery Excursion

1/2 Swimming program (separate payment)



REMINDERS
• LIBRARY: 2A (Kate) Monday S5

• 2B (Sophie) Friday S1

• 2C (Bronwyn/Soti) 

• Children will not be permitted to borrow library books 
without their library bag (red bag).

• HATS : It is a requirement that all children wear a school Sun 
Smart hat until the 1st of May. If children forget their hat, 
they need to play on the assembly stage.

• PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Please ensure that appropriate 
footwear is worn (see classroom timetable)

• Drink Bottles:  Children are able to access their water bottles  
in the classroom.



THANK YOU

Parent Helpers 
If you’d like to be a parent helper this year, there is an 

opportunity to attend training sessions:
Wed 26th Feb @ 9:00am in the P/Arts room &

Thursday 27th Feb @ 3:40pm in the P/Arts Room
Please make sure you have a current working with 

children check (also required for excursions).


