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From the principal…… 

Welcome back! 

We have had a wonderful week with the staff and students back onsite, 

teaching and learning in their classrooms and socialising with their peers. It 

has been a very quiet place to work for many weeks and it is so lovely to hear 

the children playing in the yard and to see the place come to life again. We 

have had a very settled transition back into routine this week and the 

teachers have found that the students are enjoying spending time with 

classmates, working in groups and being able to go out to play with their 

friends at break times. I did see many happy parent faces at the gates too!  

Newsletters 

We are back to having our newsletters being produced every fortnight to 

inform families about the happenings around Wales Street. There will be an 

increase in content over the term with the building works and Nature Play 

developments as well as community news as we slowly build back to a new 

normal way of schooling. Newsletters will continue to be sent out via 

Compass and are stored on the website, on even weeks this term and hard 

copies are available on request. 

At present, we are all waiting for the next stage of restrictions to be lifted so 

we can plan for future events for the rest of the year. At present, visitors and 

parents are not allowed to be onsite and music programs and Class Cuisine 

are on hold until the restrictions ease. As the DET advice changes, we will 

have COVID plans in place to support the re-introduction of more activities 

and services.  

Planning for 2021 

During this term I will be working with staff and School Council to finalise class 

arrangements, set budgets and plan programs for next year. Apart from Year 

6 students, could parents/guardians who currently have children attending 

Wales Street and are planning to transfer at the end of this year please notify 

the school office by Friday 30 October, 2020.  It is vital we have accurate 

information on our enrolment numbers as it greatly influences planning of 

classes and staffing for 2021.  

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

PYP Learner Profile 

Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

 Enthusiasm 

 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

School Sun Smart Policy - Hats now required 

A reminder and under the school Sun Smart policy all students should be 

wearing broadbrim hats. The WSPS Sun Smart has been developed to ensure 

that all students and staff of the school are protected from skin damage 

caused by harmful ultraviolet rays of the sun. Please ensure that your child’s 

hat is labelled with their name. 

Traffic and Car Parking Around the School  

The staggered start and finish times are working well and movement around 

the gates is flowing well. We will continue with the same schedule in week 3 

and will review the times when the building works begin. I will send a 

Compass post to notify parents of any changes in the next few weeks.  Just a 

reminder about the parking areas around the school. Please be mindful of the 

Kiss and Go areas by keeping to the time limits and slowing down around the 

school during the key drop off and pick up times.  

Curriculum Days 

We have two school-based curriculum days left for this year. As this has been 

an extremely unusual year with many pivots and changes to the teaching and 

learning program delivery, we have decided to have a Curriculum day on 

Monday 2nd of November (Cup Eve) as a report writing day for staff. The 

second curriculum day will be used as a day for reporting to parents on 

Monday 7th of December. More details to follow. For our new parents, that 

will mean that these days are pupil free days. SAC will be available and 

bookings are essential.  

 

Building news 

Exciting news! The $4.1 million dollar capital works project begins next week! 

Simbuilt have been awarded the building contract and have been involved in 

the development and refurbishment of many school projects in both the 

public and private sector and have experience working with older style 

buildings. We are looking forward to working with Tectura (architects) and 

Simbuilt to get the best outcome for Wales Street.  

The fencing is planned to be installed on Thursday 22nd of October in 

preparation for the project to start on Monday 26th of October. 

I have attached the artist impressions of the exterior of the Wales Street 

building and the interior of the Administration block. The plans attached are 

for: 

 Stage A refurbishment of the ground floor of The Speight building 

which will comprise of two new classrooms- STEM space and 

collaborative areas and the refurbishment of two existing 

classrooms.  

https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


 Integrity 

 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

 

 Stage B which will begin in 2021 will be the establishment of the 

Administration block in the Wales Street building and refurbishment 

of six existing classrooms.  

The entire build is expected to be completed under twelve months. We will 

be using every available space to house classrooms for the first part of next 

year but it will be a great outcome for the school to have the two oldest 

buildings be given a makeover and be rejuvenated in time for our 130 year 

anniversary in October 2021. 

 

  



 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Win with Nelson Alexander this 
Halloween 
Spooktacular arts and crafts, a spooky story, your 
Halloween costume – however you’re getting 
creative this Halloween submit a photo of your fa-
boo-lous activity by 26 Oct for a chance to win a prize 
from WSPS supporter Nelson Alexander. 

For details on how to enter go to: https://www.nelsonalexander.com.au/halloween2020/ 

 

https://www.nelsonalexander.com.au/halloween2020/


Hi fellow parents & caregivers! 
It’s fair to say that 2020 has not been the year that any of us imagined. 
The vision for Wales Street Social (formerly FASE), and the reason for the 
change in name, was a shift from a primary focus on fundraising to a 
primary focus on bringing the school community together, with fundraising 
as a happy side effect. Clearly 2020 has made this tricky… 
We’re attempting to plan for next year now and would warmly welcome 
anyone at our (virtual) meetings who is keen to volunteer time and ideas. 
Annie, Alice, Ed, Jen, Kate & Richy  

 

Fete 2020 – cancelled but not forgotten 
With hundreds of parent volunteer hours already given and so many generous 
donations, it was tough but necessary to cancel Our Great Fete 2020. But all 
was not lost!  
Thanks to Lillian Bishop’s superhuman work, generous Wales St families, local 
businesses and all those who bid, we still raised $11,4730 on the Silent 

Auction. And let’s not forget our jam heroines Karen Fary and Rachel Levin who raised hundreds with 
contactless porch pick ups of their delicious wares. Or Heather McDonald’s mum, who ran a contactless plant 
stall for Mothers’ Day.  
There are so many who deserve a massive thank you (we fear missing someone out so we won’t attempt a list) 
but no one more so than Erica McElhinney, Fete Coordinator extraordinaire. Erica, thank you for all that you 
have done and continue to do – you are an absolute legend! 
 

Fete 2021 – Stay tuned… 
We’re cautiously optimistic about the stars aligning – aka the school 
building works being finished and the public health situation improving – to 
allow us to hold a fete early in term 4 2021 as part of Wales Street’s 130th 
anniversary celebrations.  
 

It’s Trivia Jim, but not as we knew 
it! 
Wacky costumes, terrific trivia, belly laughs at the impromptu dance moves and 
virtually connecting with friends – we hope the 250 people who joined our trivia 
night enjoyed it as much as we did. A huge thanks to the team from Rinky Dink, 
themselves Wales Street parents, who helped make this happen. 
We raised just over $4500 and verified that – as overall winners – our team of 

teachers are indeed the font of all knowledge! 
 

Mango pav? Mango chutney? Mango Bellini?  
However you like ‘em, order a 7kg box of farm-fresh Kensington Pride mangoes 
for just $26 each by Thursday 29th October and check to see if any of your 
neighbours, friends and family also want a box or two. 

Order online www.32auctions.com/WSPSMangoes2020  

Pick up in Thornbury before the end of term 4 – exact dates to be announced 
in early December. 

 


