
  

  
Wales Street Primary School Newsletter 

Monday 15 February, 2021 Term 1, Number 2  

In This Issue 

 Message from the principal 

 PYP News - Spotlight 

The yard is supervised before 
school from 8.45am and after 

school until 3.45pm. Students 
must not be dropped off and 
left alone before 8:45am. Any 
student in the yard 
unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 
aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 
phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 
includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very 
important that the school is able to 

contact families in the event of an 
accident or illness. 
 
Recess: 10.40am–11.10am Lunch 
eating time: 12.50pm-1.00pm  

Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 

School Finish: 3.30pm 

Events – COVID Permitting 
Thursday 18 February 
YF Parent Information Night 
Tuesday 23 February 
Y2, 4, 6 Parent Information Night 
Wednesday 24 February 

Y1, 3, 5 Parent Information Night 
Thursday 18 February &  

Friday 19 February 
Y4,5,6 Virtual Connect Incursion 
Tuesday 9 March  
Curriculum Day 
Monday 22 March 

School Photo Day 
Monday 22-24 March 
Year 6 Portsea Camp 
Friday 26 March 
Parent Payments Due 
 

 

From the principal…… 

We are in the unfortunate position this week of being in a sudden lockdown, and 
with very short notice, we are organising activities for our students to complete at 
home. Hopefully this will be a temporary arrangement and we can return to school 
and normal classes on Thursday. Please stay tuned to Compass as we will be 
updating the community with information as it unfolds. 
 
Curriculum Day - Tuesday 9th of March  
We have planned a curriculum day for Tuesday March 9th (the day after Labour Day). 
There will be no school on that day however School Aged Care is available and 
bookings are essential. 

Our staff will be involved in professional learning in Numeracy and reviewing our 
classroom behaviour management processes at school on that day. 
  
Privacy Policy 
The Department of Education has provided all schools with their Privacy policy to be 
circulated annually to the parent community. Please find the policy as an attachment 
and in School Documentation/Policies folder on Compass. You will find a range of 
our policies in the Policy folder. 
  
Compass 
Compass is our main source of information and 
contact. We require all families to ensure that 
their details are correct and updated so that you 
are kept up-to-date with all current news and 
events that are happening at Wales Street PS. 
We have developed a 2021 Family Information 
Book that can be found on Compass in School 
Documentation/Communication. 
 
Year level information nights for parents. 
This year, we will be having our year level information nights on: 

 Thursday 18th February - Foundation  
 Tuesday 23rd February- Grade 2, 4 and 6  
 Wednesday 24th  February Grade 1,3 and 5  

Due to the current situation unfolding, we are unable to offer these sessions onsite 
and will do these sessions on WebEx.  



 
 

 

 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

 

PYP Learner Profile 

Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

The team leaders will organise a WebEx code for your child's grade level information 
session and these will be sent out on Compass by Monday 22nd February for grade 
1-6. Foundation families have already been notified by their team. 

School Council Vacancies & Elections 2021 – Call for Nominations 
Each year approximately half the members on school council face election as part of 
a process to ensure mentoring and renewal of this body. 

The role of School Council, the various categories of membership election and calls 
for nominations for the 2021 election are detailed below. If you choose to nominate, 
please attach a written paragraph about yourself that can be published in the event 
of an election and for entry into the newsletter.  
 
If the number of nominations exceeds the vacancies then an election is conducted 
for members of the School Council of Wales Street. 
 
PS. Before considering standing for School Council please consider the time 
commitment as it is an expectation that as a School Council member that you may 
also be a member of one of the sub committees. 
 
Election Time Frame 

 
Monday February 15 Notice of School Council vacancies and calls for 

nominations 
Nomination forms on the website or copies at the 
front desk and attached to this newsletter. 

Friday February  26 
  

Closing Date for School Council Nominations at 
4pm 

Monday March 1 Notification of School Council Elections if required 

Tuesday March 2 Display a list of candidates, nominators and 
seconder outside Office. 

Distribution of ballot papers by mail if necessary. 

Wednesday March 10 Close of ballot at 4:00 pm. 

Friday  March  12 Counting of votes and declaration of the poll. 
Wednesday March 24 School Council AGM 

 
Membership 
category  

Term of office Number of positions 

Parent member From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2021 to and 
inclusive of the date of the declaration of 
the poll in 2023 

FOUR 

Department of 
Education and 
Training (DET) 
employee 

From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2021 to and 
inclusive of the date of the declaration of 
the poll in 2023 

ONE 

 
 
 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


 Enthusiasm 

 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

 Integrity 

 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

 
What Is a School Council and What Does It Do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed 
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally 
provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the 
quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

Who Is on the School Council? 
There are three possible categories of membership: 

 A Mandated Elected Parent Category. More than one third of the total 
members must be from this category. Department of Education and Training 
(DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as 
they are not employed at the school. 
 

 A Mandated Elected DET Employee Category. Members of this category may 
make up no more than one third of the total membership of school council. 
The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 

 
IB Learner Profile  
As an IB PYP school we teach students the importance of developing the attributes of the Learner profile. This will be 
different depending on the age of each child and given the experiences of the past year, it is time to reflect and reconnect. 

We will highlight one Learner Profile each fortnight to support the connection to and understanding of the program with 
families.  

This fortnight, the focus is on Caring 
 
Students who are CARING want people around them to be happy and are sensitive to their needs. They think about the 
world and work to take care of their community and the environment. They remember to treat others how they 
themselves would like to be treated. 
 
How can parents help to develop students who are Caring at home? 
 

 Role model the caring behaviour you would like to see in your child all the time. Your child has big eyes and ears and 
notices everything you do. Using kind words, helping people without being asked, being an active listener all show 
your child that you care about people. Even a simple thing, like holding a door for someone, shows your child that 
you are aware of others around you and want to help them. 
 

 Think about how your family can get involved with community organisations. 
 

 Reduce, Reuse & Recycle. Sometimes this can be challenging for busy families, but make the effort to establish these 
habits in your home. By developing children who care about the environment, you are helping the future of the globe. 

 

 Smile. 
 

 After reading a book, spend some time considering how the people in the book acted. Was someone in the book 
caring? All of the time or just some of the time? Were all of the characters in the book caring or just some of them? 
Some books to consider: 
 

Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 
The Giving Tree, by Shel Silverstein 
Yertle the Turtle by  Dr. Seuss 
The Grouchy Ladybug, by Eric Carle 



We demonstrate the Learner profile through our units of inquiry and by developing 
essential agreements. 

Grade 1 example of their essential agreement and the Art room display shows how 
we care in the Art room 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 5 Unit of Inquiry                   Grade 2 Unit of Inquiry 

 

 

 



 
 
PYP NEWS Issue 1 
Spotlight: What are Transdisciplinary Themes? 
  
One of the most significant and distinctive features of the IB Primary Years Programme is the six Transdisciplinary Themes. 

These themes are about issues that have meaning for, and are important to, all of us. The programme offers a balance 
between learning about or through the subject areas, and learning beyond them. The six themes of global significance 
create a Transdisciplinary framework that allows students to “step up” beyond the 
confines of learning within subject areas. The programme focuses on the development 
of the whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. 

 Who we are 
 Where we are in place and time 
 How we express ourselves 
 How the world works 
 How we organize ourselves 
 Sharing the planet 

 
The six transdisciplinary themes help teachers to develop a programme of inquiries–in-depth investigations into 
important ideas, identified by the teachers, and requiring a high level of involvement on the part of the students. These 
inquiries are substantial, in-depth and usually last for several weeks. 
 

 


