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The yard is supervised before 
school from 8.45am and after 
school until 3.45pm. Students 
must not be dropped off and 
left alone before 8:45am. Any 

student in the yard 

unsupervised before 8.45am 
will need to go to our school 
aged care program.  

An important reminder that any 
change of address or contact 
phone numbers needs to be 
updated with the office. This 

includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very 
important that the school is able to 

contact families in the event of an 
accident or illness. 
 

Recess: 10.40am–11.10am Lunch 
eating time: 12.50pm-1.00pm  
Lunchtime: 1.00pm – 1.50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 

Events 
Monday 10 May 
G4 Camp to Arrabri 

Wednesday 12 May 

G5 & 6 Swimming Continues 
Wednesday 19 May  
Foundation Science Incursion 
G5 & 6 Swimming Continues 
Thursday 20 May 
District Cross Country 

 

From the principal…… 

The first two week of the term have been full and engaging with excursions and 

incursions related to current units of inquiry. It was also a busy time for teachers as 

we conducted our interim parent teacher interviews to report on the progress of the 

students in term one and to share information between parents and teachers to 

support the learning program.  

I would like to inform the school community that Kim Steele, our office manager is 

leaving Wales Street and has taken up a new position at Upwey High School starting 

on the 12th of May. Kim has been a friendly face at the office helping parents, 

teachers and students with her calm and helpful approach. We would like to thank 

Kim for all her hard work in the office and dedication to the school community. Kim 

has been a much loved member of our staff for the past 8 years and we wish her 

well at her new school. 

WORKING BEE 

Last weekend, we had a solid turnout of parents 

and students taking part in our term working bee. 

The gardens were reshaped and restored, drains 

were cleared, leaves swept and weathered 

sleepers removed to reinvigorate our grounds 

and play spaces. There were also tree stump 

stools sanded and prepared for the Nature play 

space. A sausage sizzle was also organised to feed 

the workers. Thank you to all the families who 

gave their time to help improve the learning 

environment for our students and to Kellie Marks 

and her grounds team for organising the day. 

Peer mediators 

Our grade 6 peer mediators started this week, working in pairs assigned to different 

areas of the school to help younger students with any small problems or play issues 

that they may experience in the yard. Their role is to support the work of the yard 

duty teachers by helping any children who may need to find a friend, or wants 

someone to talk to as they are walking around. Any play issues and problems 

continue to be the responsibility of the yard duty staff.  Students are still expected 

to approach yard duty teachers when they have problems but the peer mediators 

play a part in being a friendly go-to to support students if they want help. 



 

 

Contact Us 

Ph: (03) 9484 3949 

Fax: (03) 9480 5930 

wales.street.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.walesstps.vic.edu.au 

 

PYP Learner Profile 

Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

 Enthusiasm 

 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

 Integrity 

Foundation tours 

Foundation tours have begun as we are able to invite visitors onsite to view our 

school and learn about our programs. Enrolments for 2022 are now open and we 

encourage existing families with preschool siblings who will be in foundation in 2021 

to contact the office for enrolment forms. The closing date is July 30 2021. 

Grade 4 camp 

Next week, we wish the grade 4 students and teachers a safe and exciting trip to 

Camp Arrabri in Warburton for a three day camp. This will be the first camp for our 

grade 4 students and they are looking forward to the many fun activities planned 

including a trip to the local reptile park. They will be away from Monday 10-

Wednesday 12 May. 

Naplan 

It is Naplan time next week for grades 3 and 5. Naplan tests are conducted over three 

days- Tuesday 11, Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 of May. A flyer has been sent 

home with the students to support parent understanding of the national test. 

Parked Cars 

We have had many concerns from our neighbourhood about illegal parking in drive 

ways while parents pick up their children. We have a Kiss and Go zone on Speight 

and Clyde streets that provide a pick up space for parents to stay for up to 5 minutes 

while they are waiting for their child/children to come through the gates. Darebin 

council do regular checks around our school for illegal parking during those 

particular morning and afternoon busy periods so we ask that parents be careful to 

ensure the safety of children leaving the school ground and local neighbourhood 

when parking around the school.  

Our learner profile in focus for the next two weeks 

Thinker 

Students who are THINKERS work to solve problems independently. They can 

imagine many solutions to a question or challenge. Thinkers make good decisions 

and can predict the outcomes of their actions. They think creatively and critically. 

 

How can parents help to develop students who are Thinkers at home? 

 

 Encourage your child to try to think of solutions to problems independently. 

 Pose different real-life problems and questions to your child: 

 “I’m not sure how to arrange the glasses so they can all fit in the cupboard.” 

 “I wonder how much the groceries in the cart will cost… how we can make 

an estimate?” 

 “We need enough cookies for the 20 people in your class. What kind of 

change should we make to our recipe?” 

 

Ask your children questions when they are working on a problem: 

 “Do you have any ideas about how we might begin?" 

 “How can we do this differently?" 

http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

 “I had never thought of that. Tell me more about it." 

 “What other ways can we show that?" 

 “Why do you think that?" 

 “How did you figure that out?" 

Have a great fortnight 

Jenny Deeble  

Principal 

 

 
 
PYP NEWS Issue 3 
Spotlight: What is Play Based Learning? 
 

Play as inquiry  

In Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2, we embrace a shared pedagogy of promoting children’s sense of agency in learning 

through play. We believe that, through play, children seek out opportunities for rigorous inquiry into a range of relevant 

concepts. Making observations of individual and social learning, and documentation of dialogue and interactions, inform 

the ways children are supported to move their thinking and learning forward.  

Inquiry and agency  

Children are naturally curious inquirers who learn through interactions and interpretations of the world around them. Our 

students are capable, unique and knowledgeable with rich ideas and understandings to bring to the educational context.  

As teachers we create safe, stimulating and inviting learning spaces by: 

 offering a range of open-ended materials 

 arranging and rearranging materials as invitations for learning 

 creating areas for role play, block play, mark-making, expression through the arts, and so on 

 considering a range of choices and opportunities for group and individual play 

 involving students in the design and construction of play areas 

 creating displays that reflect the process of students’ learning. 

We need your help to support this program. If you have good quality toys, complete puzzle and games, constructions 

sets, dress ups or puppets please donated them to the school. This would help resource our program.  

A donation box will be placed in the office.  

Kind regards  

Luisa Kalenjuk  

PYP Coordinator  

 



 

 
 



 

 


