
  

  
Wales Street Primary School Newsletter 

Friday 25th June 2021 Term 2, Number 5 

In This Issue 

 Message from the principal 

The yard is supervised before school from 8:45am 
and after school until 3:45pm. Students must not 
be dropped off and left alone before 8:45am. Any 
student in the yard unsupervised before 8:45am 
will need to go to our school aged care program.  
 
Recess: 10.40–11:10am  
Lunch eating time: 12:50-1:00pm  
Lunchtime: 1:00–1:50pm 
School Finish: 3.30pm 

An important reminder that any change of address 
or contact phone numbers needs to be updated 
with the office. This includes work numbers and 
emergency contacts. It is very important that the 
school is able to contact families in the event of an 
accident or illness. 
 
 

 

From the Principal…… 

Dear Families, 
Here we are at Week 10, having lived through another short lockdown and 
remote learning, we are now ready for our next school holidays. The students 
returned, ready to pick up where they left off, settling in quickly for the 
remainder of the term. This week we have been celebrating a week of Science 
- Chemistry being the main focus, and the JSC led Pyjama Day. While we were 
not able to have the incursions as planned for Science Week, the teachers 
have prepared experiments for the students to experience. 
I hope you all have a relaxing holiday, stay warm and the children recharge 
their batteries, ready for a new term starting on Monday July 12. 

Reports available week 1 term 3 
Semester reports will be sent home in Week 1 of Term 3. This is due to the 
latest two week lockdown, which caused a disruption to teachers finalising 
their assessments. DET has acknowledged this disruption by advising schools 
that reports can be sent early next term instead of the end of this term.  As 
our assessment schedule and testing was delayed due to lockdown, teachers 
will use the extra time over the holidays to finalise the Semester reports. 
Reports are now due to be released on Friday 16 July via Compass. 
 
School review 
The report from the school review process has been approved by DET and was 
sent to us last week, so we are now able to start the process of developing the 
new strategic plan. The staff and leadership team will be working on the 
development of the School Strategic Plan (SSP), This plan will guide us for the 
next four years. 
The three goals developed through the review process for the next strategic 
plan are: 

GOAL 1-To improve student learning outcomes for every student in 
literacy and numeracy. 
GOAL 2-To improve student engagement in learning. 
GOAL 3-To develop confident, resilient students equipped to thrive in 
the contemporary world.  

From here, we will develop 2 Key Improvement Strategies (KIS) for each goal. 
Targets will be set using formal assessments and the suite of DET annual 
surveys, such as the Attitudes to School survey and the Staff and the Parents 
Surveys. 
The strategic plan is used as the basis for the Annual Implementation Plan 
(AIP) that is developed by staff and leadership each year. Connections are 
made from the AIP to the staff Performance and Development Plans so that 
the alignment of SSP goals and improvement strategies work together to 
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PYP Learner Profile Attributes 

 Open Minded 

 Principled 

 Reflective 

 Courageous 

 Thinker 

 Caring 

 Communication 

 Inquirer 

 Knowledgeable 

 Well Balanced 

 

PYP Attitudes 

 Appreciation 

 Enthusiasm 

achieve overall school improvement. I will share more information with you 
as the plan is being developed next term.  
 

Yard duty 
In light of the building works continuing into Term 3, and to improve 
supervision of students while out in the yard, we have increased the number 
of staff on duty. The school is now organized into 4 supervision areas. We have 
one lunch club held in the hall daily, so that we can provide another area 
where students can play in smaller groups and be involved in more passive 
play. Lunch clubs are held in the first half of lunch time and the second half of 
lunch is a supervised session for any students who may need some time out 
from the yard. Once the Nature play area is open next term, we will have extra 
staff supervising this area as well during break times.  

 

Behaviour management 
We are currently reviewing, updating and aligning all our social and emotional 
learning curriculum content and behaviour management strategies. Over the 
past few years we have adopted new programs, such as the Friendship Saver 
Program and Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships curriculum. We 
would like to bring all the elements together in a coordinated approach to 
wellbeing. 
This project will be developed over time and as a first draft we have begun to 
create a matrix that incorporates behavioural expectations and school values. 
We use the language of the two rights and responsibilities. They are: 1. We all 
have the right to feel safe and comfortable at school and 2. We all have the 
right to learn as much as possible. We have elaborated these by introducing 
the six positive behaviours to the students and this provides an explicit 
language for everyone to use when discussing behaviour and the rights and 
responsibilities.  
The positive behaviours are: 

 Hands, feet and objects to yourself 

 Right words, right place 

 Do what you are asked to do the first time 

 One person speaking at a time 

 Right place, right time 

 My space, your space 
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http://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/
https://walesstps.vic.jdlf.com.au/login.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/WalesStreet/?ref=hl


 Cooperation 

 Creativity 

 Confidence 

 Commitment 

 Curiosity 

 Integrity 

 Empathy 

 Tolerance 

 Independence 

 Respect 

 

Master planning -Parent survey 
The master planning subcommittee has developed a short survey for parents 
and carers to complete, so that the committee can gain an understanding of 
the needs of the school from the parent perspective. The staff have 
participated in a similar survey earlier this term. This feedback will provide the 
team with ideas to include in future development of a masterplan and projects 
at Wales Street. This link will also be posted via Compass as a newsfeed. Here 
is the link:  https://forms.gle/vVVq7YuMn1ESjoZz7  
 
ESmart 
After an eighteen month process, we have successfully gained accreditation 
as an eSmart school. This is such a wonderful achievement considering how 
challenging the last year has been for all schools across Victoria. Thank you to 
Jason Sergi for coordinating this body of work and the eSmart team of 
teachers for their support in bringing this project together. 
https://www.esmart.org.au/esmart-schools/what-is-esmart-schools/  
 
New member of staff 
We welcome Shannon Reavell Martens to the position of Office Manager and 
as a member of the Wales Street Primary School staff. Shannon is replacing 
Kim Steele and has previously worked at Thornbury High School. Shannon 
joins Pina Tarquinio and Lisa Warren to complete the office team.  
 
Smile Squad is on the way to our school! 
All children deserve a healthy smile and the Smile Squad are coming to Wales 
Street PS to help make sure this happens. They will begin visits in late August, 
conducting free annual dental health examinations for every student. They 
will provide free follow up treatment as required. Each family will receive a 
dental pack (consent forms included) during the beginning of Term 3. 
Who is Smile Squad?  Smile Squad is a 321.9 million dollar Victorian 
Government program that provides free dental care to all Victorian 
government school students. The bright orange Smile Squad vans are staffed 
by experienced Oral Health Therapists, Dental Therapists, Dental Assistants 
and Dentists. They all have lots of experience treating children and a passion 
for improving their oral health – for life. 
Learn more about the Smile Squad by visiting www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au or 
contact the team at smilesquad@dhsv.org.au. 
 

Enjoy the winter break- stay warm and well, 
Jenny Deeble 
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