
Welcome

Grade 1 Parent Information Night



Acknowledgement of Country

Wales Street Primary School 

respectfully acknowledges the 

Traditional Custodians of the land, 

the Wurundjeri people of Kulin 

Nation and pays respect to their 

Elders past, present and emerging.



The Grade 1 Team

1A -Katelyn 

1B - Georgia

1C - Kim

1D - Renee



English
• Our English program focuses on the Victorian Curriculum strands 

of Reading & Viewing, Writing and Speaking & Listening.
• Students work as a whole class, in small co-operative groups, 

or individually. Students engage in a range of learning experiences 
targeted to their learning needs.

What does literacy look like?
* PLD (Promoting Literacy Development) program 
* Reading - guided, shared, modelled, choral, independent
* Writing - handwriting, modelled, shared, sentence construction, 

grammar, text types and student choice in Writers Notebook
* Speaking & Listening - vocabulary, active listening, speaking in 

full sentences, asking questions, sharing/presenting to various group sizes 
* Groupings - fluid/flexible



“If a child memorises 10 
words, the child can only 

read 10 words.
But if a child learns 10 

sounds, the child will be able 
to read 350 three sound 
words, 4,320 four sound 

words and 21,650 five sound 
words.”

- Martin Kozloff 2002





The Heggerty Curriculum

The Heggerty curriculum was introduced at 
our school last year. It is an aural and 
oral program that focuses on phonemic 
(sounds) and phonological (syllables and 
words)awareness. 

Each day the teacher leads students in the 
manipulation of sounds and words which 
assists in their reading and writing 
skills. 



Handwriting



Fine motor development activities
-playdough
-lego
-construction
-craft
-cutting and pasting
-tweezers
-pegs

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-
fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/

https://www.officeworks.com.au/shop/of

ficeworks/p/educational-colours-

ergonomic-pencil-grips-6-pack-edpfg6

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-activities-for-kids/
https://www.officeworks.com.au/shop/officeworks/p/educational-colours-ergonomic-pencil-grips-6-pack-edpfg6


Supporting Literacy Learning at Home
Reading-
·   Red folders
·   Home reading calendar
·   Readers changed Tuesdays and Fridays
It is important to read with your child as often as you can. Ideas 
for retell and comprehension activities can be found in the front 
of the reading log book. Reading the same book more than once 
is beneficial for fluency and depth in comprehension. 
Readers should be used in conjunction with library books, sight 
words and reading in the environment (road signs/cards).

Speaking and Listening- Occasional preparation for sharing time. 
Please encourage your child to think about their ideas and 
grammar and to use a full sentence.

Reading Eggs 

Provides sequential 

learning tasks presented 

in a fun engaging way.

For other websites the 

‘Handy links’ on the 

Wales St website have 

other computer 

websites you and your 

child might like to 

explore.



● In Grade 1 our teaching focus is on developing a thorough understanding of mathematical 
concepts using ‘hands on,’ open-ended activities and games.

● Mathematical ideas in the number strand are taught explicitly and sequentially, for 
example in term one the focus is on developing a solid understanding of numbers including 
counting and place value (tens and ones). We use this knowledge to build understanding of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (as groups of) in later terms.

● Assessment is ongoing. We use a range of assessments to discover what students know 
and where their learning needs to go next. These can include an interview, test, 
observations and student work samples. 

● Students often work cooperatively with a partner or in flexible small groups which support 
them in reflecting on their own and others’ learning. 

Numeracy 



Supporting Numeracy Learning at Home
● Involve your child in everyday maths (eg: problem solving, counting, cooking, building, 

estimating, shopping, money, telling the time and reading the calendar). 
● Items like counters, pebbles, bottle tops and pegs can be used to make equal groups, add 

together or take away. Hands-on activities like this are a great way to develop 
multiplicative thinking. 

● Practise skip counting 
● Playing board and card games
● Counting games in the car or when out walking 
● Resources on the school website: Card Games, Dice games, 100’s chart, 10’s frames

https://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/teaching-learning/maths/

Mathletics is a website that provide independent tasks to support classroom learning, used to 

inform teachers of students conceptual understanding. Some tasks will be set by classroom 

teachers. These activities should be completed unaided as we use the results to plan our 

teaching. 

https://www.walesstps.vic.edu.au/teaching-learning/maths/


Tutoring

The tutoring program is continuing this year. The focus for 
the whole school is on numeracy, however in the junior years 
literacy support will also be available to those that require 
it. Families should have already been contacted if their 
child is involved in the tutoring program this term.



Grade 1 Yearly Curriculum Overview - 2022

14

Who we are

An inquiry into the nature of the 
self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical. Mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships including 
families, friends, communities, 

and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means 

to be human

Where we are in
Place and Time

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 

histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations, 
and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations; 

from local and global 
perspectives

How we express ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in 
which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, cultures, 

belief and values, the ways in 
which we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic

How the world works

An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 

(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 

use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 

environment.

How we organise ourselves
An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of human-
made systems and communities; 

the structure and function of 
organisations; societal decision-
making, economic activities and 
their impact on humankind and 

the environment

Sharing the planet

An inquiry into rights and 
responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things, communities; 

and the relationships within 
and between them; access to 

equal opportunities; peace 
and conflict resolution.

Central Idea
Friendship depends on 

respect, cooperation and 
empathy

CONCEPTS:
Responsibility

Reflection

Related Concepts
Relationships, Friendship

Lines of Inquiry:
● The importance of 

friendship (Reflection)
● Responsibilities in 

friendships. 
(Responsibility) 

● Strategies for solving 
conflicts

Central Idea
Changes over time affect our 

daily lives

CONCEPTS:
Change

Connection

Related Concepts
Family, History

Lines of Inquiry:
● How family life has 

changed over time 
(Change)

● Differences between 
the past and the 
present

● Ways of describing the 
sequence of time 
(Function)

Central Idea
Stories engage an audience 

and communicate ideas.

CONCEPTS:
Form 

Perspective 

Related Concepts
Communication, Feelings

Lines of Inquiry:

● Different types of 

storytelling (Form)

● How stories are 

created (Form)

● Our responses to 

stories (Perspective)

Central Idea
The way objects move 

depends on a variety of 
factors

CONCEPTS:
Causation 
Function 

Related Concepts
Forces, Movement

Lines of Inquiry:
● Different forms forces 

can take (Form)
● How forces cause 

movement (Causation)
● How people use their 

understanding of forces 
in their daily lives 
(Function)

Central Idea
The journey of food involves 
many processes and people.

CONCEPTS:
Function

Responsibility

Related Concepts
Systems

Lines of Inquiry:
● The journey and process 

of food from farm to store
● The roles people play in 

the journey of food
● The responsibilities of the 

consumer

Central Idea
Effective use of resources 
can help us care for our 

planet 

CONCEPTS:
Responsibility 

Causation 

Related Concepts
Sustainability, Resources

Lines of Inquiry:
● Earth’s resources
● How and why we use 

resources (Causation)
● How we can reuse, 

reduce and recycle to 
care for our planet 
(Responsibility)



Play Based Learning
Play based learning is a structured play program whereby the activities are planned and connected with 

our units of inquiry. Students use their imagination and curiosity to make connections and solve problems. 

Each session has a focus or goal. 

Nature Play
Last year we had the addition of a nature play area built near the 

St. David building. All Grade One classes have a dedicated 

learning session each week to engage in different learning 

experiences outside. This can include using their writer’s 

notebook for literacy or hands-on maths activities using natural 

materials e.g. counting wooden beads. Grade Ones also have 

the opportunity to challenge themselves physically and enjoy free 

play at lunchtimes on Thursday.



Resilience, Rights and Respectful 
Relationships

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program covers 

eight topics of social and emotional learning across all levels of 

Primary and Secondary Education: 

Emotional Literacy, Personal Strengths, Positive Coping, Problem 

Solving, Stress Management, Help Seeking, Gender Identity and 

Positive Gender Relationships.

The program is aligned with the Victorian Curriculum and 

addresses all the Personal and Social Capabilities



Behaviour Management

Our school behaviour management 
plan is displayed throughout the 
school. We use a whole school 
positive approach based on;      
Everyone has the right to feel safe 
and comfortable;

Everyone has the right to do as 
much work as possible

It’s further broken down to the 6 
rules for Positive Behaviour. 





Behaviour Management

If there are any incidents that occur in the classroom or the 
yard, they are recorded on Compass. If a student receives 3 
minor incidents or 2 major incidents, parents will be called. 



Reminders 

Specialists: Please refer to your Specialist Class Timetable in the newsletter which was emailed in 
week 1. Students may not be permitted to borrow library books without their library bag (red 
folder). Please ensure that appropriate footwear is worn for PE sessions. 

Learning at home: In Grade 1 this should not be more that 20 minutes per night on average.

Drop-off and pick up: Children are able to come into their building when the music begins at 
8:50am and independently hang up their bags and get themselves ready for the day. Children need 
to be supervised in the yard before 8.45am or go to before school care. 
Please arrange a suitable gate after school to meet your child. Grade 1A and 1B  students will exit 
via Gate 5 and Grade 1C and 1D will use gate 2, both of which are on Speight Street. However, if you 
have children in different year levels you may need to make other arrangements.



Reminders 

Hats: It is a requirement that all children wear a sunsmart hat until the 1st of May. If 
children forget their hat, they need to play on the assembly stage or the hall deck.

Drink Bottles: Please ensure your child brings a drink bottle everyday to access within the 
classroom.

Headphones: Please bring a pair of headphones in a bag labelled with your child’s name to 
keep at school and use for ICT/Computer activities in the classroom

Labelling: All uniform items and resources such as drink bottles and headphones should be 
labelled with your child’s name. 

Tissue boxes: Can you please contribute 1 tissue box to the class for our use. Thank you.



Communication

Compass is used for teachers to 

record attendance, for parents 

to report student absences. It is 

used as a portal for parents to 

book into school events such as 

interviews. It is also the place 

to access student reports.

Seesaw will be used 

for digital portfolios 

this year.




